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Legislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 22nd November, 1899.

Absence of the Spenker {temporary}—Question: Mr. !
Weiss, Arbitrtion Award—Mineral Tan Act i
Amendinent Bill, first rending—Cottesloe Lighting
and Power Bill (private), Legislative Council's |
Amendmeutr-Supglemenmry Estimates, resumed,
reported—Loan Bill, second reading, debate re.
sumed, adjonrned -Land Act Amendment Bill, in
Committee, new clause, progress -Adjouwrnment,

Tuee DEPUTY SPEAKER (in the l
absence of the Speaker, visiting Bridge-
town) took the Chair at 430 o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS, i

QUESTION—MR. WEISS, ARBITRATION
AWARD.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, for Mr. George,
asked the Attorney General whether the
award of the arbitrator in the case of
F. Lyon Weiss against the Education
Department had been taken up by the
Government, If not, why ?

Tee ATTORNEY GERERAL re-
plied : —No. The departiment, being
defendant in the action, Is not called
upon to take up the award.

MINERAL LANDS ACT AMENDMENT
LL.

Introduced by the PrEmier, for the
Minister of Mines, and read o first time.

COTTESLOE LIGHTING AND POWER
BILL {®rivaTE).

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT.
Amendment (one) by the Legislative

Council, in the schedule, now considered.
Me. JAMES (in charge of the Bill)

[ASSEMBLY.]

moved that the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

SUPPLEMENRTARY ESTIMATES,
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Cousideration resumed from previous
sitling.

Vote, Departmental Additions, total
£24,361 19s. 64d.:

M=r. A. FORREST asked the Trea-
surer whether he intended to provide a |
sum of £300 for a water supply at |
Derby, as promised.

Deparinental Additions.

Tee PREMIER: If the promise had
been made, the Government would carry
it out.

Me. KINGSMILIL: Was the amount
proposed in these estimates for the Fish.
eries Department the bhest that the
Government could dot He had put the
case pretty fully before the Committee
OIl & Previous Oceasion.

Tre PREMIER: This was all that
had been asked for by the department.

Mr. EINGSMILL: Then he counld
only express his regret that more had
not been done by the department.

Tex PREMIER : There was an amount
on the principal Estimates.

Mr. KrnasminL : Very little,

Mr. A. FORREST asked whether the
Government intended to make provision
for the family of the late Conservator of
Forests, Mr. Ednte Browne. The family
were totally unprovided for, and it was
usual to place a sum, say £250, on the
Estimates for the family of a deceased
public servant. The late Conservator
had done good work in this country, and
a sum of money should be provided for
the family,

Tre PREMIER: This case had not
been brought mnder the notice of the
Government so far asg he could remember.
The case was a very distressing one, and
in these matters there seemed to be no
regular rule. Officers of the publicservice
not, being contributors to any fund, and
the Supermannuation Act being limited to
pensions to officers while alive only, there
was no provision in any statute for those
depending on an oficer when the officer
died. That was unsatisfactory, because
unfortunately people found themselves
suddenly cast from a sufficiency to abso-
late penury. That might be said in
regard to everyone else who was not a
public officer, and he hoped some means
would be devised by which something
could be done to obviate the difficulty to
some extent. In the police force con-
stables contributed to a benefit fund, and
if a constable, up to the rank of sub-
inspector, died, the widow received what
the man would have been entitled to
under the regulations; but there wus no
such provision in the civil service. There
were other cases he knew of which
required cousideration, but he was not
awure that the case of the late Conserva-
tor of Forests had been brought under
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the notice of the Government. Many |
applications were made to the Govern-
ment by widows of officers, and the rule '
the Government made was that in the
case of officers who had died, and whose
families were fairly well provided for, no
recommendation was made to Parliament;
but where the widow was left absolutely
or almost penniless, the Government -
mwade a recommendation. He had = case
in his mind at the present time, and he
thought ke should have moved in the
matter but it had escaped his notice. If
representations were made in the case of
the late Conservator of Forests, he would
be glad to look into the matter, ‘but
the Estimates could not he altered
now.

Mr. A. Forkest:
added to.

Tue PREMIER : It was inconvenient
to add to them. The Government might
move a resolution with the Governor’s
approval, which would have the same
effect ; but those who were interested in
this poor lady, ur those acting for her,
might place the matter fairly before the
Government.

Mz. LOCKE: This case deserved the
consideration of the Government. The
public had lost one of the ablest officers
1w the service, and one did not think the
ofticer could he replaced in Australia.
The late Mr. Ednie Browne had done
good work in forwarding the interests of
the timber trade of the colony. His
family were now left without any pro-
vision, and he thought it was the duty of
Parliament to grant a sum of money to
the widow and family.

Mr. VOSPER sympathised with what
had been said by hon. members in regard
to provision being made for the widow
and family of the late Conservator of
Forests. What he wished to call |
particular attention to was the item
* Mary-Ann harbour, survey £200.” This
harbour was on the South-West coast,
between Albany and Esperance, and there
were no inhabitants near the proposed
harbour, except a few persons on a
pastoral station in the neighbourhood.

Tae PREMIER : The amount was in.
tended for the survey of Mary-Ann cove,
which was the nearest means of access to
the new goldfield at Phillips River. Pro-
visious for the goldfield were landed at
this cove or harbour.

They could he
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Mr. VOSPER : It was not a harbour
at all

Tue PREMIER: Tt was called Mary-
Ann cove, and there was shelter for
shipping.

Mr. VOSPER: Very little. As to
calling it a ““harbour,” it was simply
one tangle of rocks. He had been into
this cove in the mail steamer * Herbert,”
and it took six hours to getin and out
again. Breakers and rocks were visible
on all sides. It required the utmost
skill on the part of a navigator to get in,
and still greater skill to get out again.
He did not think there was any shelter
there. Not far away was Bremer Bay,
where there was a certain amount of
shelter, and the £200 might be devoted
to surveying this bay.

Tae PREMIER: Bremer Bay wus much
further away.

Mr. VOSPER : There was not much
chance of making a harbour at Mary-
Ann cove.

Tee PremiEr: The rocks could be
surveyed.

Mr. VOSPER: It would want more
than £200 to even catalogue the rocks,
they were so numerous. If any attempt
was made to develop a harbour in this
part of the country, 1t should be done at
Bremer Bay. The £200 to be spent on
Mary-Am cove would be sheer waste of
money.

Tee PREMIER said he had not
visited Mary-Ann cove, but he knew it
was a place where wool had heen shipped
for years, and it was the nearest place to
the new discovery of gold in the Ravens-
thorpe Ranges near the Phillips River.
The prospects were good, and an ofter had
been made to survey the river, by a
person who was competent to do the
work, and it would not cost more than
£200. The money would be well spent.

Mr. VosPER: It would cost move than
that. Reefs ran out for 16 miles.

Tue PREMIER: It would not be
possible to map the rocks a long way off
shore. The cove only would he sur-
veyed.

M=z. SOLOMON: Wuas no provision
to be made for extending the railway at
Fremantle from Owen’s Anchorage to the
Racecourse Y This would be an extension
in a direction which the railway must
ultimately take, and the work was desir-
able at the present time.
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Tur PREMIER: A deputation waited
on him recently, and he afterwards sub-
mitted the matter to the Railway Depart-
ment without putting any obstacles in
the way; but the General Manager
reported that this extension would not
pay at the preseut time, and that the
work had better stand over. He (the
Premier) hoped the time was not far
distant when the railway could be

extended in this direction, not only for .

accommodating those who used the Race-
course, but to assist those small land-

owners who were producers in that
locality. The matter would not be lost
sight of.

Mr. HIGHAM: As to this small

extension of railway not paying, only a
mile in length, it would not cost more
than £1.000 to construct, and would he
2 great encouragement to the race club,
who would be put in a flounshing con-
dition for carrying out improvements.
Bunbwry having a railway connecting
with the racecourse there, why should not
Fremantle also have railway connection
with its raceconrse ¥ He objected to the
dictum of the Railway Department in
saying this extension would not pay.

Mz. VOSPER: Referring agaun to the
item of £200 for a survey of Muarv-Ann
cove, he urged the Glovernment to tuke
the opinion of navigators who used har-
bours alony the South-West coast as to
the practicability of making a harbour at
this cove. This expenditnre would be
absolutely useless, for there were veefs
running out 16 iiles, and as thick as
they could be. Rreakers surrounded a
ghip on all sides in attempting to enter
that place, and it would be impossible to
make a harbour there that would be of
use. If the Phillips River goldfield
developed satisfactorily, the Government
should endeavour to provide a harbour
_un that coast at some other point, say at
Bremer Bay. By taking the opinion of
ship-captains who knew the coast, the
Government would discover that his con-
tention was correct. The cost of a suffi-
vient survey would be £2,000 at least,
and the Government should inquire before
entering on any expenditure at that place,

Mr. MORGANS: The hon. member
(Mr. Vosper) was mistaken in regard to
this harbour,

Mgr. Vosrer: Having heen there, he
knew the place and was not mistaken.
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I Mr. MORGAN: Yes; the hon. mem-
' ber was mistaken, for he (Mr. Morgans)
' had also been there, and kuew that one
of the steamers of the Adelaide Steamship
Company went there recently to put off
some wmen and material for the new
goldfield. He had been informed by
officers of the Adelaide Company, and by
athers who knew the coast, that it was
ouly a question of putting buovs there to
enable steamers to enter under ordinary
circumnstances nearly the whole vear
round. The steamers of the Adelaide
Company intended to go in regularly,
and something should be done to make
the entrance safe. It would be an injus-
tice to the new goldfield springing up in
that locality, if the hon. member’s views
were indorsed. One buoy put there
would be sufficient to enable steamers to
enter safely in most conditions of weather.

Mr. Vosper: Four hundred buovs
would be wanted there.

Me. MORGANS: No; one would be
sufficient. Bremer Bay would not he
convenient, for the Phillips River gold-
field ; that bay was about 300 miles
distant.

Me. MORAN, referring to item * Boul-
der Scheol additions, £1,000,” said the
accommodation at Boulder was so much
behind the requirements, that by the time
this vote was expended the attendance of
children would have increased so muoch
" that a further extension would be neces-

sury. He would like to see £3,000 or
i £4,000 on the Estimates for a good
school, iunstead of tinkering with this
necessary work. .

Tar PrEMIER: About £1,400 was on
the Estimates-in-chief.

Mr. MORAN : But the item on the
Supplementary Estimates was to start a
new school, whereas the other item was
for additions to existing bunildings.

Mr SOLOMON: An item had
appeared in the old Estimates for £4,000
' to be expended on a school at Fremantle,

that sumn appearing year after year foran

infants’ school at Fremantle. Ouly
£1,500 appeared on the Estimates for
this year m connection with this work.

Wl;a,t did the Government intend to

do ¥

Tae PREMIER: The cost of the
whole work was estimated at £4,000, and
the amount put down on the Estimates to

" be expended during this year was £1,500,
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this being as much as was expected to be
required during the year.

Mer. SOLOMON: The present school
was inadequate, and he hoped something
would be done this year to provide better
accommodation.

Mgr. EIGHADM : Seven years ago the
Fremantle municipality gave certain land
to the Education Department for the
erection of a school, and if the work was
necessary then it was atill more necessary
now. There were two school-rooms in
the present bnilding, estimated to accom-
modate 125 children in each room. In
the girls’ school the atlendance was 191
with 221 on the roll, and in the infants’
school the attendance was 174 with a roll
of 204. The congestion of these children
had been so great that a portion of them
had been removed, at great inconvenience,
to the old Military Barracks. The time
had arrived for a proper school to be
built at once. He did not koow why it
was that Fremantle members were so
complacent in these matters. [Inter-
jections by several members.] This was
an urgent work, and the whole of the
building should be undertaken at once,
instead of the small provision which the
Government had made for this year.
Children were being turned away from
this school for want of accommodation,
and the Goverminent should build a eom-
plete school with ample accommodation.

Tre PREMIER: The hon. member's
wishes were being complied with. The
work, when completed, would cost £4,000,
and during this financial year £1,500
would be spent. If the building pro-
ceeded more quickly than was anticipated,
the work would not he stopped. The
contract was for the complete building.

Mr. Hrigram: If the whole of the
work was to be undertaken he was satis-
fied.

Tre PREMIER : Certainly, that was
the intention.

Mz, WALLACE, referring to item,
“ Forest ranger, Coolgardie,” said the
Government had previously announced

their intention of striking oot this item.

Tae PREMIER: This was a new
appointment. The office of ranger at
Coolgardie bad been abolished some time
ago, but had been reinstated in deference
to urgent representations. In that dis-
trict were many licensed tamber-cutters,
and the reserve must be supervised
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Mr. VOSPER: A ranger was neces-
sary. The services of the previous officer,
Mr. White, had been nost valuable, and
the salary was money well spent.

Mr. MORAN: A stricter supervision
in the past would have prevented that
total destruction of timber which made
such districts a wilderness without a
speck of verdure.

Mr. VOSPER, referring to the item
“ Geological, field assistant,” said this
department possessed a museum, and
there was also a geological collection at
Perth Musenm, which however was too
crowded. Eeonomy would result from
combining the two collections. The same
wmight bLe said of the museum of the
department of agriculture.

Twe PrEMIER: The geological depart-
ment’s officers had work to do in their
musenn.

Me., VOSPER : Specimens, after heing
dealt with, could be forwarded to the
public museum for exhibition.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: The
museum of the Geological department was
open to public ingpection.

Me. Vosper: The public did not know
its whereabouts,

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Surely
every mining man knew it was in the old
Grovernment school, 8t. George’s Terrace.
There was a big enough placard. All
the exhibits from the Coolgardie Exhibi-
tion were now in that museum for public
examination, and were much more con-
veniently situated than if placed in
the Beaufort Street building. Besides,
visitors to thecollection had the advant-
age of the personal attendance of
the Government Geologist. After this
explanation, probably the hon. mem-
ber would Dbe satisfied. It would he
a good thing to have the two collections
together, but as the Geological depart-
ment could not be attached to the
Museunt, it would be betler to have the
little collection attached to the depart-
ment than have all the specimens in the
public Museum.

Mr. VOSPER: No doubt the col-
lection of specimens in the public Museum
was good, but there was no one there to
attend to the public and point out the
specimens to them. There were some
thousands of specimens in the Perth
Museum, some classified and some not,
! while for some there was not room. The
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geological specimens might be removed to
the Geological department, and the space
now taken up by the geolngical specimens
could be devoted to ethnological and
hotanical purposes. In the Perth Museum
there was a lurge number of imitations of
precious stones and sections which had
been obtained from various parts of the
world. that had to be purchased at great
cost. If there were two places where
specimens were exhibited both depart-
ments  might bLe purchasing similar
specimens. Now thatthe Geological depart-
ment was located in the old school-houss
in Bt. George’s Terrace it would be
desirable to have the whole of the
geologicul specimens at that place, and if
there was not room enough in the present

building a small wooden structure could :
be erected to accommodate the speci-

inens.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES: It was

desirable for the department to have

specimens at the Geological Department
tfor clagsificntion purposes, and there was
a geologist there who could giveinforma-
tion to the public. If a person called at

the Mines Department. for information as

to specimens, he was sent to the Geolo-
gical Department.

Mz, LEAKE, referring fo item ¢ Tand

Titles,” said the Attornev General was
getting some increases for this depart-
ment. Was Mr. Saver Cownissioner of
Titles as well as Secretary to the Luw
Department ?

The ArrornNey GENErAL : Mr. Sayer
would not hold both positions.

Me. LEAKE: Mr. Sayer was not to
wet the dual position r

TuE Premier : Not permancntly.

Mr. MITCHELTL, rveferriug {o item °

“ Medical,” suid that on the Estimates-
in-chief there was an item of £150 for a
medical officer for Northampton, but only
£50 a veur was spent. He had received

a letter from Northampton saying that

the late resident medical officer had siated
that he had not heen appointed for Nor{h-
ampton, and could not go there, and a
man whose child was ill could not get a
doctor to go to Northampton from Ger-
aldton unless he paid 15 puineas. One
would like to know what the pusition was
in regard to the medical officer at North-
apton.

Tre PreEmigr: There had been no
chanygre, so far as he knew,

| ASSEMBLY.]
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Mz. MITCHELL: Dr. Elliott was
applied to a shori tiwe ago, and stated
that he had not Leen instructed to go to
Northamypton, as there was some difficulty
in regard to his travelling expenses. A

© place like Northampton should net be
without a medical officer. Fifty pounds
were paid last year.

TeE PrEMIER: The amount was paid

" to Dr. Elliott.

Mr. MITCHELL: A larger sum ought
to be placed on the Estimates to get a
dector for Northampton permanently.

Tre PREMIER: This arrangement
had existed for many years. The medical
officer at. Geraldton received £50 a vear
to visit Northampton, Lut it was not
intended that the doctor should go there
specially to see anyone who was ill.  The
doctor visited the locality periodically and
_ people then visited him.

Mr. MircrELL : What good was that ¥

Tz PREMIER : The doctor did not
charge for going to Northampton. The
present arrangement was not good, but it
had been in existence for many vears., Tt
was not possible to get a medical officer
. to go to Northampton for the ordinary
i salary of £150 a vear. Northampton was
I sueh a healthy place that there was not
enough private practice there; Imt he
i would look into the matter and see if he

could not muke some hetter arrangement,
or get some wmedical officer to reside at
Northampton. Tt was a great disability

! to a town not to have a medical ofticer

| within easy veach, and it could not he

- expected that poor people could puy £20

' for medical advice. The 1nedical officer
at Geraldton had a large practice and
could not get away. One did not know
whether the medical officer at Geruldton

| paid weekly or monthly visits to North-

' ampton.

Mz. MircueLs : The wedical ofticer

" went to Northampton when called upon:
sometimes he was not ealled npon for two
or three months together,

Tar PREMIER said he would look
into the matter and see if another arrange-

“ment, could be entered into,

I Mg. MITCHELL: The £50 a vear
was paid to the medical offiver, one
thought, so that be should go to North.
ampton when called upon by people ;
but latterly it appeared the Government

© had made some different arrangement ws
to travelling expenses, which caused the
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difteulty. If £200 a vear was offered, a
medical officer might be got to reside at
Northamption.

Mr. WALLACE : There were just as
important places as Northamption with-
out medical officers. There¢ was an item
on the Estimates-in-chief of £150 for a
medical officer at Northampton.

Tue PREMIER : Was that so?

Me. Mrresers : Year after year £150
had Deen voted, but only £50 of that
amount had been spent.

Tue PrEmMIER : A medical officer could
not. be obtained for the £150 7

Mg. MircrgLn: No.

Mr. WALLACE : There way no objes-
tion to a medical officer residing at North-
ampton, but there were other places
further away from medical assistance than
Northampton withont resident medical
ofticers. The Premier having admitted
that Northampton deserved a doctor, it
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would be only fair that Yalgoo also should -

be provided for in the same way.

THE PrREMIER: An important place
like Yalgoo had not a doctor!

Mr. MITCHELL: Not long ago
Yalgoo had a doctor, and the daily train
From Geraldton was available for Yalgoo.
In the case of Northampton he wanted
something done, because 1t was too much
to expect that a working man should be
called on fo pay £15 when having to
send a long distance for » doctor to visit
him, as cecurred last week.

Mz. VOSPER: Tt was hard to
understand  why Northampten should
require a doctor, as it was supposed to be
it disgustingly healthy place.

Mr. SOLOMON, referring to item
“Warders for Lumatic Asvlum, Fre-
mantle, (each) £5 protested against
the small increase in salaries provided
for these wurders.
service received a less increase than £10
a year to his salary, and some of them
£30 increase ; vet these warders at Fre-
mantle, some of them having been there
30 years, were allotted a paltry £5 as
adiition to their salary. For years past
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£85 as increases for seven warders at £5
each! Some of these men had been engaged
in the work for 30 years, and this was all
the consideration they wereto get! It was
the most disgraceful item in the whole
Estimates, and was beyond his compre-
hension, but he hoped that next year some
more liberal provision would be made for
these men.

Txe PREMIER: After the discussion
on this subject the other evening, he
tried to do what he could for these
warders, and suggested to the department
that an inerease of £10 a year should be
made, He found, however, that to do
this would upset the whole of the salaries
in the prison department. The usual
plan was to give to prison warders an
imcrease of £5 a year; and if that practice
were departed from and an exception
made in this case, there were objections
made to it on behalf of the department.
Therefore he had reluctantly to fall in
with the usage, and to increase these

- salavies only £5 a vear for each warder.

He had pointed out to the departinent
that these officers had to perform arduous
and wpleasant duties, and were perhaps
entitled te more considerastion on that
account; but, in reply, he was informed
that warders engayged in the prison pre-

- ferred to get appointments at the asylum

if they could. as they regarded the
asylum as a better position to them. He
did not want to make an innovation and
cause dissatisfaction amongst the officers

- of the prison, although he must admit

Not an officer in the

there bad been 2 promise that these men

should have £5 a year added to their
salary, but it had not been paid ; and now
provision had been made in the Esti-
mates, he expected to see £L10 each at
least allowed for these warders.

Mr. WOOD: The Government must
find o difficulty in providing a total of

the increase seemed to be small.

Mgr. MOORHEAD, referring to item
“ District medical officer at Coolgardie,
house £50,” said that, without opposing
this item, he would call attention to a
state of facts alveady alluded to by the
member for Bast Coolgardie (Mr. Moran).
This item called for explanation from the
Premier, in view of the statement made
hy the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) in reference to medical
attendance at hospitals and the medical
system on the goldfields. An extraordi-
nary state of affairs appeared to exist,
and whether the same svstem was prae-
tised at Coolgardie as had been described
in connection with Kalgoorlie, be did not
kuow, but the sooner the system was
done away with the better. By this
system a medieal officer appointed to a
Governwent hospital, by some arrange-
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ment with the Government, dvew his
salary and received grants of money from
owners of mines, who deducted so wuch
a week compulsorily from the earnings
of their workmen. As to the practice at
Kalgoorlie, he had introduced to the
Colonial Secretary a deputation repre-
senting friendly societies, and the depu-
tation stated that the medical officer at
Coolgardie hospital had some arrangement
with the Government by which out of his
own pocket he paid theexpenses of patients
while in the hospital. If that were so,
the practice might lead to abuse; and
although he (Mr. Moorhead) did not
accuse the doctor at Kalgoorlie of any
abuse. yet if that doctor were superseded
and a more grasping doctor teok his place,
the doctor's interest being that any patient
adimitted to the hospital should stop as
ghort a time as possible, the consequence
might be that patients would be turned
out before they were cured. As a watter
of fact, men had heen turned out fromn
hospitals on the ygoldfields before they
were cured, and the tendency of the
system he lLad described . would he fo
bring about that result. One felt sure
that it would be only necessary to call
the Premier’'s attention to this matter in
order to obtain a remedy against the evil.
He (Mr. Moorhead). in making these
statements, did not charge any particular
medical officer on  the goldfields with
having either a grasping spirit or being
inhumane; but what he was advocating
wag the principle which ought to guvern
the practice. Working miners were com-
pelled to contribute 1s. and insome cases
1s. 6d. a week towards the medical fund,
and this compulsion was in violation of
the principles of an enactment (Truck
Act) passed this session. A man might
have been subscribing to this medical
tfund for years, and when he ceased his
connection with the particular mine he
would have no further claim on the fund.
In several instances doctors on the gold-
fields were receiving huge endowments
from the mines, and were * farming out”
their practice to men of less experience and
at a Jower rate of puy. At Kalgoorlie, a
man eminent in his profession was farming
out to a doctor of less experience, if not
less ability, the practice of attending on
patients. The Colonial Secretary’s atten-
tion had Leen called to this, and in several
instances men who had received injuries
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refused to go to these junior practitioners,
preferring to go to some practitioner in
whom they had more confidence. Thus
they did not get value for their compul-
sory subscriptions towards the medical
fund in conmection with mines. This
practice was against the priuciples of
British justice and fair-play, the money
deducted from the men being expended in
such a mabner that they had no voice in
regard to it. Something like £3,000 a
yeur was going to one doctor for medical
attendance, and that doctor undertook to
defray out of his own funds the cost of
patients while i the hospital. This
practice should not be allowed to con-
tinve. All persons would he willing to
assist the friendly societies, and this
system of compulsory contributions to the
medical fund in connection with mines was
operating detrimentally to these societies.
Whether a miner belonged to a friendly
society or not, he was compelled to pay
this shilling & week to the medical fund
of the mine, and thus had to subscrile to
two institutions, though the friendly
society’s subscription gave him all the
benefits conferred by the sick and acci-
dent fund of the mine, over which he
bhad no control.  In consequence, the
membership of the friendly societies was
falling off exceedingly., All must view
these circumstances with some alarm, for
ultiately they would produce a pauper
population ; and therefore friendly socie-
ties showld be enconraged by the putting
down of the present system of forced
contributions in vogue on mines. No
doubt the Premier, on considering the
requests of the recent deputation, would
recognise that to encourage this system
was to deal a fatal blow at friendly and
benefit societies. Would the Premier
state in what circumstances or under
what sort of contract the medical officers
carried on the goldfields hospitals? In
the Truck Act, which aimed at doing
away with deductionsfrom wages, a proviso
forbidding such forced contributions had
been omitted, apparently by inadver-
tence.

Mr. Vosrer: The omission was no
oversight, but had been insisted on.

Mr. MOORHEAD said he regretted
to hear it.

Tue Fremier: This point had never
heen brougbt before the House.

Mg. Vosrer: Nou: that was troe.
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Mr. MOORHEAD: With the assist-
ance of the Colonial Secretary and the
Government Actuary he (Mr. Moorhead)
had drafted an wmendment, to the Friendiy
Societies Act, aiming at the abolition of
this evil. Possibly the Premier could
see his way to allow the Bill to he
brought down this session.

Mgr. VOSPER: The same system
obtained in the Coolgardie hospital as at
Kalgoorlie, though not to the same
extent, because at Coolgardie there were
not s¢ many mines or miners. He had
heen informed that a man who had
suffered a severe fracture of the leg had
been sent to u Government hospital
under the auspices of a so-called benefit
society on a mine; he was treated by the
hospital doctor, in whom the patient and
his friends had no great confidence; the
friends tried to remove the man, both the
hospital und the mine authorities object-
ing; and finally the man consented to
remain. His leyr was set, and he remained
till in a state of convalescence. The
doctor then said the legy bad not set
properlv, and, after several inspections,
decided that it must be amputated ; and,
despite the protest made, the leg was
amputated.  After this the patient’s
friends agaiv interfered ; but, in order to
secure the man’s withdrawal from the
hospital, had to threaten legal proceed-
ings.
co?upetent surgeon, it was found that the
bone had knitted and bhad been in a very
satisfactory condition at the time the
amputation took place. This circum-
stance, he beliaved, would be the subject
of an action in the Supreme Coort. This
showed that perhaps not the most skilful
uten were employed in Government hos-
pitals.

Tar Premier: The Government were
responsible for only two goldfields hos-
pitals, Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Moran: This circumstance oc-
curred at the Coolgurdie hospital.

Mg. VOSPER said he had also been
so informed. If this were true, hon.
members should be careful in spending
any further money on that particular
medical officer. The story was mere
hearsay, but it had been confirmed by
other hon. members, and should form
the subject of a departmental inquiry
before further Funds were voted, for

On having the ley examined by a .
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nothing could be more likely to undermine
public confidence,

Mr. WALLACE: Speaking of the
Coolgardie hospital cn the Estimates-in-
chief, he had mentioned this case.

Tne PremiEr said he had not heard
the hon. member.

Mr. IrnivewortH : The sta.te'ment wag
clear enough.

Tus PreMiER asked why lle was not
informed of these matters. Why did
complaints go to private members ¥ This
was probably a cock-and-bull story.

Mr. WALLACE said he had men-
tioned two cases; and it was the last-
mentioned man who bad refused to allow
himself to be treated by the medical
officer.

THE PREMIER:
house surgeon ?

Mr. WALLACE : The story as he
heard it exactly coincided with that of
the member for North-East Coolgardie
{Mr. Vosper). Patients should be allowed
to select their own doctors, and more
doctors should have the right of entry to
the hospitals.

Mr. MORAN: While on the Esti-
mates-in-chief he had spoken on the
same subject, concerning which, for some-
thing like 12 months, he had been in
communication with the Colonial Secre-
tary, and which he bad brought under
the Premier’s notice over a year ago.
Forced contributions were a great evil,
und were bitterly resented by the Amalga-
mated Workers’ Association, especially

Which officer—the

+ now when in places like Ka,lgomhe, first.-

class medical attendance was obtainable,

* there Leing two laryge hospitals, the Gov-

|
,’

ernment institution and the hospital of
St. John of God, while there were many
private practitioners. The system of com-
pulsory contribution might have had
some advantages in the early days, but
was now unjustifiable. This was not the
first occasion of a public scandal in
respect of the Coolgardie hospital, and the
matter deserved investigation; moreover
the Kalgoorlie Government hosplta,l was
not a,ltou'ether perfect. This compulsory
contribution by miners of 1s. a week was
a most legitimate grievance.

Tre PremiEr: If it were not for
those contributions the Government would
get nothing towards hospital maintenance.
Trade unions would not pay for hos-
pitals.
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Mr. MooruEaD: They said they were
perfectly willing to give the 1s. a week to
the hospitals direct; besides, most miners
Lelonged to friendly sovieties.

Tue PreMiek: Then they would uot
w0 to the hospitals at all?

Mer. Mooruesp: No.

Mx. MORAN: If the Governmeunt
wished tu insist on evervone subscribing
to hospitals, do not let that be done
through mine managers, but do it by Act
of Parliament. Impose a general tux.
At present the contributions got into the
hands of cliques. AIl must sympathise
with a patient who, when in the Cool-
gurdie hospital, had been refused permis-
sion to leave, if the story told to-night
were true.  The question of forced con-
tributions, however, was a matier of
yreater importance, and should at once
be settled.

Tue PREMIER agreed with the last
spenker. In the district of Kalgoorlie
miners were now well able to look after
themselves without compulsion. Ho had
spoken to the wember for North Mur-

chisou (Mr. Moorhead), and had read
which

the hon.
wias now

member’s diatt  Bill,
under consideration, a little

more information being required; but .

he fully agreed that if men cou-
tributed from their wages for any pur-
pose, they should certainly have a voice
in the expenditure of the money. In
regard to the system in Kalgoorlic, it
might have done well at one time, but it
would not do to-day. The svstem was

not good at all, as far as he understood it.

Mine managers hal some arrangement
with a medical officer, hy which they gave
him so much to attend to the men in their
emplov when ill, and also te provide
hospital awccommadation when the men
required it.  Although he (the Premier)
had not had the management of the
medical department recently, he believed
that when any of these men went into the
Kalgoorlie hospital the medical ofticer
had to pay the ordinary fee to the
hospital so long as the patient was there.
It was not a good arrangement, and he
was glad to know that it had bLeen
brought to an end. There was another
plan adopted in the hospitals, which he
approved of a year or two ago, which
had some more justificution, perbaps ;
that was that the medical officer—he
did not know whether it was in forve
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now—received a percentage of what the
paving patients paid. When he (the
Premier) approved of that system, the
object was to give the medical officer an
interest i collecting the amounts due
when persons entered the hospital. It
gseemed to be unfair, in Kalgoorlie and
Coolgardie, where every man, when sick
or seriously ill, went into the hospital,
that the medical officer shonld attend to
them free. Thereforesome portion of the
amount received from these patients was
paid to the medical officer. In Perth
patients were attended in their own homes;
but on the goldfields, no watter how rich
aman might be, he went to the hospital
if he wag sick.

Mr. Moran: The wealthy class of
people did not go to the public hospital,
but to private hospitals.

Tue PREMIER: If that was the case,
it altered the argument, but it was not
the case previously. Private hogpifuls
had now leen built, and things had
changed. Everybody went to the publie
hospitals, in the beginning, becanse there
wus nowhere else to go. As to the house
allowance for the district medical officer
at Coclgardie, this had been pressed upon
him.  The district medical officer at
Coolgmrdie received £250 o year. and the
house physician there received £350:
£250 seented to be o small salary for a
man charged with the management of the
hospital.

Mr. Xrnxesynrn: He
private practice tov.

Tee PREMIER : That was so, whereas
the house physician was not allowed
private practice. A good deal of pressure
had been brought to bear npon him (the
Premier) to get this house allowance:
£100 a vear was suggested, but he
knocked the amomnt down to £50, and he
did oot think it unreasonable to give £50
a yeur at Coolgardie for a house, as the
medical officer only received £250. Most
medical officers received house allowance,
but there were exceptions. The Cool-
gardie private practice was not so good as
the private practice in Kalgoorlie.  There
was unot a large private practice for a
district medical officer, and the position
was not a very good one financially. He
{the Premier) would promise the member
for North Murchison (B3r. Moorhead)
that be would deal with the matter he
lud mentioned; he hoped to introduce

was allowed
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a Bill to put a stop to amounts bheing !
deducted from iiners’ wages. He had
thought that this was dealt with in the .
Truck Act, but there were exceptions in
the last section which seemed to undo, to
some extent, the intention of the Act, that
all wages should Le paid in full That .
was clearely stuted in one of the earlier .
clauses ; whether the exceptions applied
he was not prepared to say, but it was
not intended that thev should apply to !
cases of this sort. ;

Mzr. Vosper: This was pointed out
when the Truck Act was before the House.

Tee PREMIER: If the hon. member
had peinted this out clearly he would
have been listened to. Perhaps the hon.
member would point out in Huwsard |
what he did say about this matter; but |
the hon. member talked at such great
length that one got wenried. The Truck
Act was intended to deal principally with
timber stations, und there was a provision
that if medicines were supplied to work-
men the owners of stations could charge
for the medicimes; but it was not intended
to go further than that. In New Zealand
and England, where a similar Act was in
force, it was unever intended to apply to
cases of weekly deductions heing made
from miners’ wages.

Mr. MOORHEAD: The repeal of oue
section of the Trock Act would meet the
cuse,

Mz. IrLivgworTH: Before the Truck
Act came into existence, the evil existed.

Mr. MOORHEAD: The Truck Act said
that payment must be made in cash; and
if a mine manager handed over to a miner
48s., less 1s. a week, that was not paying
in cash. In Queensland, 1s. 6d. a week
was deducted if a man had a wife, no
matter where the wife lived.

Tee PREMIER : The proposal of the
member for North Murchison might
meet the case. It might be advisable to
strike out the words “in medicine or
medical attendance.”

Mr. VOSPER: It was not in order
for a member to quote from Hansard of
this session, but he would like to draw the !
Premier’s attention to page 843 of No. 4 of |
Hansard of this session, and the Premier
would find that this matter was distinetly
mentioned, and a direct guestion was put
te the Government by himself on the |
point. He wished to show that he did ,
not neglect his duty in this respect.
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Tue PrREMIER: Whas that on the excep-
tion clause ?

Mz. VOSPER : On the second reading
of the Truck Bill. He simply desired to
explain that he had not bheen guilty of
neglecting hig duty, and he did not want
it to go furth to the public that he had
done so.

Vote put and passed.

The Supplementtary Estimates having
been completed, the resolutions passed in
Committes of Supply was reported.

At 630 the Cuarrman left the Chair.
At 730, Chuir resumed,

LOAN BILL, £750,000.
SECOND READING—AMENDMENT.

Debate resumed from the pl‘evious day,
on motion by the Premier for sevond
reading.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): 1t is my
mtention to move, as an amendment to
the motion,

T'hat the Bill he vead a second fime this day

six months.
In doing so, I am ouly carvving out the
wishey of the Premier himself, who two
years ago, when he propounded his then
financia] poliev, was wm favour of no
further louns being raised until the
existing anthorisations were exhausted.
That announcement was made with the
approval of all hon. members at the time,
and cireumstances have not changed in
such a way as to allow this House to
interfere with that policy. From this
side of the House argnments have always
been against over-horrowing as well as
against reckless expenditure ; and, as the
Premier now interjects that if they (the
Government) had listened to me they
would have been in a fine bole, I say that
since the right hon. gentlemau did not
listen to me they are in a finer hole. We
had a most alarming announcement from
the financial head of the Government last
night, to the effect that if we did not
pass this Loan Bill the public works must
stop. 'What does that mean ?

Tue Prenter: Is that what-Isaid ¥

Mgr. LEAXE: What the right hon.
gentleman did say was that if this Loan
Bill was not approved, we must stop the
works in hand. That is an admission

. that his previous loan policy was sug-
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gested and adopted without due regard
for the conditions of the day, and without
a proper estimate of the future. T have
pointed out at an earlier stage of this
session that we are liable, and if we include
the present contemplated authorisation,
which really amounts to £1,000,000 under
this Bill, we shall be committed to
raise a loan of not less than £6,000,000.
Of that sum of £6,000,000 there will
ounly be about one and a half millions
available for what we wav call cur-
rent expenses. The whole of the bulance,
about four and a half millious, when
raised will go to pay off our debts—the
Treasury hills, the reappropriations, and
the deficits. 'That is the position we are
in to-day; and in fact without this new
Loan Bill we have only a. margin of about

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Second reading.

instalment only is to he raised. Cool-
gardie to Norseman railway, for instance,
has allotted to it £60,000 out of an
ultimmate estimated cost of £290,000.
THE CoxMAISSTONER 0F RAILWAYS:

* Yes; but vou must take into counsidera-

half a million with which to carry on this

country. It is painful to reflect that we
ghould have been led into such a financial

position as this, at a time too when we .

are told the country was never so pros-
perous as it is to-day ; nor was it ever so
prosperous as it was last year or the year
before, if we may accept the pnblic ntter-
ances of the Treasurer in this Chamber.
Perhaps, however, a better test of our
prosperity, in preference to the assertions
of the Treasurer, would lbe to ask the
trading and commercial community gene-
rally what they think about our present
position, and also to examine the coun-
dition of the securities which are held
throughout the colony. And the trouble

is that there must be a still further

depression unless the public are convineed

that some sound financial course is nof -

only suggested but adopted by the
Adminigtration. The dednction which I
drew from the remarks of the Treasurer
last night was that the country was so
prosperous that we need not trouble about
paying our debts : that is about the para-
doxical position in which we find ourselves.
But I think weshonld improveour position
if we could see our way to pay our debts;
and unfortunately we cannot pay off these

liabilities until we raise by way of loan -

this sum of four and a half willions.

Yet on top of that this House is asked to .

commit itself to another million of money
under this Loan Bill. It is true the
schedule to the Bill only discloses the
fact that £750,000 is asked for; but that
£750,000 is asked in respect to certain
public works, for & portion of which an

tion that we provide for the rails and
fastenings, rolling-stock, eicetera, by
another item.

Me. LEAKE : The Menzies to Malcolm
railway has alloted to it ag a first instal-
ment £60,000 out of an ultimate cost of
£165,000.

The Premisk: That is absolutely
incorrect, as you would know if you
studied the figures.

Me LEAKE: I am reading from the
schedule of a Bill intfituled “ An Act to
authorige the raising of 4 sum of £750,000
by loan for the construction of certain
public works, and other purposes”—a
Bill which, I believe, was intreduced by

-the Premier a short time ago.

Tae PrEWIER: Yes; but that is not
the point. .

Me. LEAKE: T will repeat what I
said, because 1t seemns to me thut I do not
make myself heard; perbaps 1 do not
make wyself understood; or perhaps I
do not understand the language in which
this Bill is conched. Perhaps I have got
a wrong copy of the Bill; but my copy
says this: * Coolgurdie to Norseman,
first instalment, eonstruction £60,000 ;
Menzies to Malcolm, first instalment,
construction £60,000; Northam towards
Goomalling, £20,000; Coolgardie to
Bonunie Vale, construction £10,000.” Of
course I wish it to be distinetly under-
stood that [ do not veuch for the accuracy
of the data of which I am making use:
these are only Governmental reports;
and I really must not be too severe on
the Admimstration. Mind, I am only
taking the figures from the reports before
the House.

Tre Permier: Why capnot vou do
without acting? Why can you not be
serious on a serious guestion ?

Mr. LEAKE: The Premier need not
take it seriously if he does not wish to do
so. He need not regard his own reports
as serious: I am not asking him to do
that. All these reports, which are
furnished by Mr. Muir—T think that is
the gentleman’s name, in the department
of the Comnissioner of Railwavs —may
be one huge joke; but I have not
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regarded them as such, I have thonght
they were serions; and Mr. Muir tells
us that the Coolgardie to Bonnie Vale
Railway, to which £10,000 is There
allotted, is to cost £20,000.

Tre Premrier: There are rails and
rolling-stock.

Mr. LEAKE: Also that the Coolgar-
die 1o Norgseman railway, for which the
first instalment is £60,000, is to cost
£290,000; that the Menzies to Malcolin
line, for which £60,000 is reguired, will
cost £165,000; that the Northam towards
Goomalling hne for which £20,000 is

required, will cost £52,000. It is
evident the department wish to be-
lieve that other items are to help

to swell those amounts. Quite pos-
sibly there may be a liftle more than
that ; and in rails and fastenings, railway
workshops and rolling-stock, something
may be added to these items. But the
department are very careful not to let us
know in what proportion those sums are
to be added to the cost of construction;
and indeed, if I understood the Premier
when he was moving this Bill, it was
necessary to get a vote for rolling-stock,
not for the proposed new railways, but
tor the railways already in existence ; and
that, too, is apparent from the remarks of
the Commissioner of Railways aund the
reports of his subordinate ofticers. The
Minister the other evening gave usa long
list of rolling-stock which had been
indented for ; and we know perfectly well
that the depa.rtment have no other means
of paying for that rolling-stock, except
out of a loan. T still say that before the
works mentioned in the schedule to this
Bill can be completed, we shall find our-

selves forced to increase this present .

borrowing up to at least £1,000,000.
That is the position.

Mr. Moran: Surely £1,000,0600 will
not do it.

Mr. LEAKE: Well, I do not believe
it will.

M=e. Moraw: If yon add the figures
together you will see that it is a million
and a half, taking these figures only.

Mr. LEAXE: I am trying to be fair.
T appreciate what the hon. member says,
because he himself took a very proper
and statesmanlike view of the situation
the other evening in the debate on the
Railway Estimates, when he then, as he
admitted, made what was practically a
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speech against this present Loan Bill. I
am entirely in accord with what the hon.
member said on that occasion. It is a
curipus circumstance—of course it may
bLe another of the jokes we have heard
referred to on the Government side,
which are so frequently made hy the
Railway Depa.ltment—lt is a curious
circumstance that in the schedule to this
Bill Lefore the House, information sintilar
to that given to the House in the Loan
Bill of 1896 is not forthcoming. We
cannot dissect these items in the present
Loan Bill, and we caneot tell how much
of this intended vote for rolling-stock,
rails, fastenings, etcetera, is meant for the
new milways. If members will glance at
the Loan Bill for 1896 they will see that
instead of a Jump sum beiny set oppusite
each proposed railway, hLe Norseman
£60, 000 Malcohin £60,000, Goomalling
£20,000 — we find in the schedule to
that Bill no less than four colnmns which
give us informadion, Referring to that
schedule, take the item ** Menzies rail-
way : £270,000 was the amouut re-
quired, and it was thus made up, as
appears from the Bill itself: Construc-
tion, £114,000; rails and fastenings,
£92,000 ; rolling-stock, £50,000; depart-
wmental, £14,000. There we have infor-
mation; and that, I submit to the House,
was the proper way to have brought
down this Bill. PBut there is no doubt
tha.t. behind this is the intention not to
ly all this money o the new railways,
but to feed the existing lines, which up
' to the present molent, on the admission
of the Commissioner of Railways, have
been and are being starved, particalarly
with regard to rolling-stock.
Tue Premier: That is provided for
. in other itews.

Mr. LEAKE: 1 say that there is an
intention to feed the present railways,
“ which have hitherto been starved ; and it

1 will be interesting to know why the system
. adopted in 1896 of giving full mforuna-
t tion bas not been followed on this occa-
sion. It is also inferesting to notice
another new departure: we are now
asked to vote mounev by way of loan for
, works which have hitherto been con-
| structed or commenced out of revenue—
an entirely new departure. Over and
over again we were told, and this when
the revenue was booming, and the Premier
i and his colleagues had more money than
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they could waste—we were told then | canmot understand.

that it was their intention to construct
works as far as possible out of revenue.
But those works which were started as
revenue works have now been changed
into loan works.

Tue PrEMIER: Some of them were so
changed last session.

Mr. LEAKE: Some of them ¥

Tut PrEMIgr: Yes.

Mr. LEAKE : There is a fresh start
made this session, TLoan moneys are
applied to works

TeE PreEmMier : What item is that ¥

Mz. LEAKE: Oht! TIf I am doubted,
I suppose I must give the particnlars. 1
mentioned the railway, “ Northam to-
wards Goomalling,” which is to cost
£52.000. I will read what was said in
October, 1897, and the extract is printed
in Hansard, page 107. T mention this so
that hon. members can see that I am not
misquoting. I was then quoting the
Premier's words from his Budget speech
delivered in Qctober, 1897, and this is
what the Premier said in regard to the
Goomalling railway :

With regard to these projected rnilways to
Marradeng and Goowmalling, T may say these
lines have not yet been submitted to this
House for approval, except as to the surveys:
and the Government do not propose to make
provision this year for proceeding with the
construction of these two railways, but only
for the surveys. I do not think it is reason-
able, or within our financial arrangements, for
ug at the present time to undertake the con-
struction of these works; and all along it has
been intended that these two railways—cer-
tainly the one from Northam to Geomalling—-
should be constructed out of revenue. T am
sorry I am not able to make any further
promise to my friends in regard to these lines,
as there i3 no room on the Estimates for the
works.

Two years ago there was a decluration
that this railway to Goowalling should be
constructed out of revenue.

Tue Premier: We did very well out
of revenue.

Mr. LEAKE: Of course we did very
well out of revenue. That was the time
when the hon. member had money to
waste, but he has not got it now unless
he can raise this loan. But why this
sudden new departure for constructing
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; About the samme
time the right hon. geutleman voiced
these views:

In regard to the borrowing of woney for
new projects, and to the demands made upon
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, hon. members
nust recognise every day, and as the people
of this colony onght to recognise, and must
recognise, that work which will not pay must,
for the present, stand aside. Unless hon.
nteinbers are prepared to say, in regard to new
works, that they will be remunerative and will
pay, such works must stand aside for the
present.

THE CoMMISSIONER oF Raroways:
“ For the present.”

Ture PrREMIER:
that?

Mr. LEAKE: Here we have that
happy phrase for which hon. members
opposite are always ready. This is the
only excuse for keeping up that damaging
pelicy of excessive borrowing ; and I am
perfectly certain I do not voice the
opinions only of members on this side,
but also of members on the other side of
the House. I have an opportunity of
going about the country with my eyes

How long ago was

' and ears open, and of discussing public

matters with menbers opposite ; and, in
their hearts, we know perfectly well they
are opposed to this borrowing policy. I
regret extremely that those who have the
power should not exercise it by formally
staling to the Administration that they
will have no more of this; and if hon.
members do that they can insure the
withdrawal of the Bill and the prevention

! of further indebtedness on behalf of this

already over-pledged country. This is
not merely an isolated expression of
opinion of the Treasurer, but in 1897, I
think it was in the Governor’s Speech
then, we find him saying :

Taking into econsideration the numerouns
public works already in progress, and the
immense public expenditure that is going on,
my Ministers are of opinion that it would be
unwise just now to ineur any large new ohli-
gations.

Tue Previer: Two years ago, that
was.

Me. LEAKE: Two years ago, when
the country was in a more prosperous

© condition.

works out of loun which he refused to -

construct out of loan two years ago, when
we were in a sounder financial position
than we are to-day? That is what I

Tre Presier: I do not think so.

Mr. LEAKE : I do, and so does every-
body who knows anything about the
material welfare of the country. Before
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this, in his famous Bunbury speech in '
March, 1897, the Premier said :

I have no intention at the present time of
neking Parliament to increase the burden of |
the loan taxation. I think that we have
enough. When we have spent what we have
it will be time enough to review the condition
of affaira of the colony, and see what popula-
tion has come here. Certainly, until popula-
tion increases to a large extent, I do not think
1 will be found advoeating & further loan.
Owr future policy in regard to things will be
exactly the same as in the past.

Tue Premier: We were building o
dozen railways at that time.

Mgz, ILLineworTH : And the money is
not raiged yet.

Me. LEAKE : There was a declaration
as emphatic as anyone could make it that
the Premier disapproved of further loan .
authorisations until the existing loan -
authorisations had been exhausted ; these
loan authorisations have not been ex-
hausted, becanse we find the Premier has
vet to raise, in one sum, four and a half
millions of mioney to pay off Treasury
‘bills and his real indebtedness.

Mx. Moran : That has to be horrowed
yet.

Mz, LEAXKE: I can give details if °
hon. members want them. I am speak-
ing of the time at the opening of Parlia-
ment. “Considering the reappropriations
of 1897-8, the deficit, the stores treated
as cash, and the Treasury bills that have
been issued, ull of which will have to be
repaid, as the Commissioner of Railways
said. some day and somehow

Tue PrEmIER : Stores have to e re-
paid, have they ¥

Mr. LEAKE: They do not have to be
repaid, but we know perfectly well we
cannot realise on our stores, and it is one
of those happy fictions in finance which
are so attractive to those who administer
our affairs, to treat railway rails as cash.
I have treated of that matter ad nauseam
before, and [ do not now wish to repeat
what I have said. Again in October,
1897, the Treasurer was found to say:

Some necessary work, such es hospitals and
other like institutions, were not intended to
pay ; but railways and works of that character
are on a different footing; and even if it can
be shown that these works are likely to pay, it
may not always be convenient, financially,
that they should be commenced.

T do mnot suppose these remarks which I
have read were meant for jokes, which
seem to be appreciated by members ,
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opposite. I do not find the Premier,

. a5 & rule, in a jocular mood. T regard

these statements as serious utterances,
and they fairly show what line of policy
the Premier had sketched out for himself
and his colleagues in this House. This

. was two years ago, and T say again the
' circumstances of this colony have not so

altered as to justify a departure from
that policy, yet we are asked to com-
mit owrselves to an immediate loan of
£750,000 which, in my opinion, for the
reasons 1 have given, involves at least a
million, and in the opinion of some hon.
members, two millions,

Mr. Moran : £1,850,000. That is my
estimate.

Mr. LEAKE : 1 think the hon. mem-
ber is right, but I have to be careful and
allow a lig margin when I speak. The
great inducement which the Government
had in introducing the big loan policy of
1896 and the Coolgardie water scheme
was the assumption that population was

+ advancing by enormous strides.

MRr. KinasMiuL : Leaps and bounds.

Mr. LEAKE: Hon. members might
not think that expression original if T used
it, therefore I avoid it. The reason for
the loans at that time was that the popu-
lation was estimated to be— within three
yeurs, which is the présent date—250,000.
That was said in this House as justifica-
tion for the loan policy, but instead of
that-——

Tae PreMier: I said when it was all
spent, when all the works were completed.

Me. LEAKE: The right hen. gentle-
man szid nothing of the kind.

TeE PrEmier: I absolutely did say so.

Mr. LEAKE: Then the Premier
did say it: anything for the sake of
argument and peace and quietness.
There is no doubt about this: the
Premier based his estimate on the
assumption that 250,000 people would be
here, and the right hon. gentleman said,
when it was all spent. When the Cool-
gardie water scheme was proposed in
1896, it was to be completed in three
years, that is in 1899; and yet it has
bardly been commenced to-day. That is
the position.

THE PREMIER:
much as you could. -

Me. LEAKE: I would block it
to-day, if T could. There is nothing T
deplore more than the passing of that

You blocked it as
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scheme, which will be known as the
Forrest-Hackett curse.

Mr. A. ForrEsT: You offered o take
it up yourself. ,

Mr. LEAKE: So many thanks for
the hon. gentleman's information.

Tue PrEMIER: To get two or three
votes, you promised to take it on your
back, but you did not get the votes.

Mr. LEAKLE: Thereis a difference in
the estimate of population.

Tue PrEmier: It is true, though.

M=. LEAKE: That is the way in
which the hon. member justifies his
estimate of the population. I am not
responsible for these lines: I opposed
them, if T remember rightly; T certainly
opposed the Coolgardie water scheme.
I am only trying to show what a
magnificent financier the Treasurer of
the colony is.

Ter PrEMIErR: I want to show what
sort of & man you are, politically.

Mzr. LEAEE: On what sound basis
did the Premier make his calculation?
That is what I am trying to show, and
if I cannot convinee hon. members, that is
my misfortune. Time after time, taking
the Budgets for the last several years, the
right hon. gentleman has said, when
population was increasing, that popula-
tion was the basis of wealth and pros-
perity. In that Tentirely agree with him,
and the converse of the proposition holds
good: if population is not increasing
aceording to a reasonable ratio, we must
be careful in our financial arrangements.
There is no doubt ahout that, and had
the right hon. gentleman’s prediction
about the population Dbeing in 1899
250,000 people come about, perbaps there
would not have been the same objection.
His predietions, made when the revenue
is booming, are falsified when the revenue
is falling—that is the position; and the
only argument which I can see which
was wmade fairly in support of this
mmeasure was to the effect that we must
assist the goldfields and only build rail-
ways that will pay. On the question of
paying railways, we know perfectly well
that the Goomalling railway will not pay.
There 15 no doubt about that. The
published returns show that the only
railway which is paying is the goldfields
line and that portion of the Eastern line
that is part and parcel of the goldfields
railwav gyastem ; all the other lines are
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| not paying; vet we are asked to add to
' these lines another non-paying line. In
| the face of those opinions which I have
i quoted, and the assertion of a night or
two ago that we should only build rail-
ways that will pay, it is of interest to
notice the intense desire and feeling
of {friendliness exhibited towards the
goldfields on this question of the loan,
which is disregarded when a question
like federation crops up. I do not know
exactly how the argument bore on the
Loan Bill, but we were favoured with a
dissertation about tailings and the method
of extraction of gold; that is a matier T
do not propose to deal with. To show
that our loans are not favoured in such a
manner as to justify a further avthorisa-
tion, I shall quote from & published book,
the Awstralian Handbook for 1899, which
ghows the prices at which the allotment of
our loans was made, and I am taking
only the 3 per cent. loans. In April,
1896, the allotment was made for
£750,000 at £100 11s.: that was good,
no one can deny, but from that time to
the present, instead of maintaining the
figures on allotment, there was a depre-
ciation, for in Jannary, 1897, £1,100,000
was put off at £98, as against £2 1ls.
more.

Tee CoMMISSIONER OF RaILways:
That was the £1,100,000 in connection
with the Great Southern line.

Mr. LEAKE: But itis a fact. The
next allotment was 1o May, 1897, of
a milion at £95, in Jacuary, 1898,
a million at £96 4s; a slight 1mprove-
ment there. TIn July of 1898 there was a
loan at £94.

Tee PreEMIER: Are we singular in
that respect ¢

Me. LEAKE: No; and Iregret it. Is
that any justification for the right hon.
gentleman's financial policy of to-day P

Tee Premier : Money was dearer;
that was all.

Me. LEAKE: The right hon. gentle-
man has attempted to justity the intro-
duction of the Loan Bill, and I am trying
to convince the House that it is not
justified, and I hope we will not increase
our liabilities in the way supgested for
the moment, but wait until we have
exhausted our present loan anthorisations
and cleared off our ledger account in
regard to loans. That is what I ask, and
is it not reagonable*
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Me. A. ForresT: Haven rest for three
years.

Me. LEAKE : Since the allotment of
£94, which I have mentioned, we find we
have had to borrow another million at 5 per
cent. That was the last, and 5 per cent.
is the absolute minimum, and it will
more likely turn out to be 5% per cent.
before we have done with it. That is the
last million raised by the issue of Treasury
bills.

THE PrEMIER : Only temporarily.

Mr. LEAKE: But it was 5 per cent.
all the same, and it shows how the credit
of this country is appreciated in London.
You got 4 per vent. for a million pounds
at 98.

Tee PREMIER :
cent. bank rate in London at the time.

Me. LEAKE : T do not care.

Tae Premier : I do, though.

Mr. LEAEE: I regret it, and it
shows that this country 1s not in a posi-
tion to go into the money market.

Tae PreEMIer: It had nothing to do
with the condition of this country.

Mr. LEAEKE: We cannot afford to
borrow money from the Jews. That is
my opinion. If the right hon. gentleman
is of opinion that we should. I regret it.
When they come to pay off the 4 per cent.
Treasury bills they will find their loan
will overlap the paymnent, and for a short
period they will be pledged to the pay-
ment of a double interest; that is the
payment of interest on Treasury bills, in
addition to payment on the loan itself,
which of course mmust be raised well
within the currency of the Treasury bills.

Tre PreEmieEr: We can renew, if we
like.

Me. LEAKE: I trust these I'reasury
bills are not to be renewed, at 5 per cent.
certainly. When we were hooming, the
idea was that we could always get money
at 3 per cent.

. Tue Premier: Three per cent. is very
ow.

M=z. LEAKE: I do not think theright
hon. gentleman thoroughly appreciates
the difference between fact and fiction,
although his calculations are based more
evmmonly on fiction than on fact. I do
not roean to say that railway construction
is not to the advantage of the country,
but I do say it is justified only when we
can properly and fairly finance the work,

There was a & per !
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in principle, of a railway say to Leonora,
or to any other other important centre;
but T am not prepared to rush into the
money market Dblindfolded, to borrow
money just to gratify the whim of those
in power, or to start a loan which is used
as an excuse for purposes which are
really foreign to the Bill.

Tae Presmier: I do not think you are
justified in saying that.

Mr. LEAKE: I say this Bill is
brought down and was mentioned in the
Governor's Speech as a Loan Bill for the
authorisation of certain railways; and
now we find that the money s to be
devoted to works which were originally
conceived with the idea that they should
be paid for out of revenue.

Tue PreMiEr: They were named n
the Governor's Speech,

Mr. LEAKE: Yes; railway matters,
but not the additivnal improvements to
opened lines, also lighthouses, improve-
ments to harbours and rivers, jetties, ete.
—these were not mentioned in the Gov-
ernor's Speech. The Bunbury harbour
works were to be constructed out of
revenue.

Tre PREMIER: £73,000 out of revenue
was paid for that work, and that is very
well too, out of revenue.

Mr. LEAKE: T do unot know how
much has already been spent on that
work.

Tar PeEMIER: £100,000.

Mg. LEAKE : Therefore hon. members
will see the value of the estimate which
wus made by the Treasurer, for in 1896,
when this work was proposed -—-

Tue PrEMIER: A long time ago.
that.

Mzr. LEAKE: Yes; a long time ago,
I am sorry to sny. When that work was
proposed it was stated that not more
than £100,000 should be spent on it.

TrE Premier: 1 said we could not
ask for more than that.

M=z. LEAKE: And we find that esti-
mate has not only been exceeded, but we
are asked now to approve of another
£40,000 for that work. The amount
originally contemplated, £100,000, has
heen spent, and now we are asked to vote
£40,000 more, and it was then the inten-
tion of the Government to construct the
work out of revenue. This is what the
Premier of the day—it may not be the

That is all I awm saying. Iam in favour, | present Premier, but the Premier of the
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day when that work was proposed—
said :

He wished the House to agree to an expen-
diture of £40,600 ocut of revenune for that
year, and for the continuation of the work to
the extent of £60,000 more later on. Hon.
membera would notice the Government were
trying to do this work out of revenue instead
>f out of loan.

Tl;gn, lower down, the Premier of the day
said:

He had lived all his youth at Bunbury, and
knew the place very well.

Tae Premier: There is no harm in
ihat.

Mr. LEAKE : No; we are all victims
to circumstances at times. These are my
reasons for objecting to this Bill; and I
do not think I can do fairer than remind
the House of the dicta of the right hon.
gentleman opposite, and say that we are
not justified in to-day asking the country
to commit itself to this new loan. When
it is raised it will increase our indebted-
ness to about £15,000,000, which means
a liability of about £88 a head of the
population.

Tae Premier: Nonsense! Absolutely
incorrect !

Me. LEAKE: It is absolute fact,
there ia no doubt about it. Including
this loan authorisation and the reappro-
priation and the deficit, these make up
the present liability; and T am well
within the mark when I say it means
about £88 a. head, which 1s too mmch to
ask this country at the present juncture
to undertake, and it is too big a Lability
to ineur. The trump card last night was
that we were justified in incurring this
extra responsibility becanse, while it was
admitted there was a liability practically
of £88 a head, as T say, yet we had been
liable to no extra taxation, as the right hon.
gentleman told us. That may be so at
the moment, and perhaps there has been
no absolute direct taxation proposed by
way of tariff and so forth; but we must
admit we are taxed indirectly in the falling
off of trade and so forth, which must
injuriously affect the community. But
pethaps the right hon, geatlenan may be
literally correct, or ahnost correct, on that
head. If this policy is continued under
existing circumstances, when neither the
population nor the revenue is increasing
at a proper ratio, we know that extra
taxation 1s the inevitable result, and that,
too, n the immediate future. Tt is true
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that taxation did not result whilst the
revenue was booming; but that booming
no longer exists, and we are down to the
dead level of financial commonplace. That
is about the position.

Tre Premier: There is another block
of traffic coming on, and very fast, too.

Mr. LEAKE: In addition to the
reasons I have given to the House, there
is apother which may not weigh with
everybody, but it seems to me there is
something in it. We must consider who
hag the spending of this money. Itisthe
Railway Department; that department
which, if I can gauge public opinion at
all, has not the confidence of the colony,
although it can command the support of
hon. members in this House.

Tae CommrssioNER oF Rarnwavs: The
Railway Department does not spend the
money, exeept for improvements and
additions to opened lines. It is all done
from Public Works.

Mzr. LEAKE: Well, we will concede
that point to the hon. gentleman, and say
the Minister of Works and Railways has
the spending of the mwoney. I may
remind hon. members that this money is
to be spent or controlled by the Minister
who rules the Railways and the Works—
that is fair, is it not? And that depart-
ment has been told by the Auditor Geeneral
that it has been guilty of misappropriat-
ing the funds, and of hoodwinking the
Auditor General. That is the channel,
therefore, through which thiz money is to
be spent, and we really should pause
before we authorise this department to
handle the public funds to such an extent
again. I sebmit to the House that this
loan is not justified, and there are times
when it seems to me that hon. members
should endeavour to rise above the level
of politicians, and study what is due from
the statesman; and in so doing we should
regard the interests of the colony asa
whole, and not the interests of individual
members or constituencies. T regret to
find that in the schedule to this Bill there
have been thrown out what appear to me
to be baits to catch hon. members. There
is £10,000 down for Albany, to begin
with.

Tae PrEMIER: We are spending that,
and you lkmow it. The work is nearly
finighed.

Mg. LEAKE: If tkev thought they

! were going to catch me with that bait,
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they are mistaken. The work there was
to be constructed out of revenue,

THE PREMIER : No; never!

Me. LEAKE: Then how can it have
been done? Tthas never been uuthorised.

TaE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
- has been carried out through the vote for
harbours and rivers improvements.

Mz. LEAKE: Oh, yes; any excuse is
better than none. How the hon. gentle-
man can be so regardless of the interests
of the country and of constitutional prin-

ciples as to do what he has done is past my '
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understanding, and I really cannot under- .

stand how the House for so long has put
up with it. T say again, this is a time
when we should all consider the interests
of the country at Inrge, and should sink
the interests of any particular district or
individual, and say whether or not, under
all the circumstances, this increase to our
loan authorisation is justified. In my
opinion there has Dbeen no argument
advanced frowm the other
House to justify the raising of a single
penny of this mouney.
our circumstances will so hnprove as to
justify the raising of this money later on,
and I sincerely trust we shall not have
many months to wait; but I do implore
hon. members to consider the present:

. ¢olours,

side of the .

It may be that

financial position of the colony, its pros-

pects with regard to the raising of money,
the amount it is pledged to already, and
what may be the barrenness of the next

loan, the money from which must be -

applied for the payment of our debts;
and in voting this money for the proposed

new railways, if it is intended merely to -

keep the pot boiling, so to speak, it Is a
dangerous policy tfor this or any other
Government to adopt. We cannot shut
our eyes to what has taken place in a
neighbouring colony, showing that the
danger of comumitting the country to
a loan policy iz found in the diffi-
culty of stopping that loan, or ascer-
taining when we have gone too far.
That moment has, I believed, arrived in
this colony, and if hon. members will
reject this Bill and force the Administra-
tion to discover some other means of
paying off our liabilities than by borrow-
ing money for the purpose, I believe the
best interests of the country will he
served.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgurdie) :
rising to speak on this question——

In
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Tae Depury SpEAkER : Do you intend
to second the amendment ¥

Mr, MORAN : Yes: I will second it.
I must premise my remarks by saying
that what I have to staie on this Loan
Bill must be looked on in rather a
different light from what has been said
by the leader of the Oppesition, It can
scarcely be expecied that the leader of
the Opposition could miss the opportunity
on this great occasion, as I believe it is,
of lending a certain political colour to
his remarks. That is allowable, I sup-
pose. It can scarcely be expected that I
will view this Loan Bill with the same
political hostility as the leader of the
Opposition does. I wish to place the
position before the House in its true
If there be a policy to which
the leader of the present Opposition has
in the pagt faithfully clung, it has been
his insistence oun the limitation of our
borrowing, Before I go further, I want
to say that the positions of certain hon,
membersinthis House whoare closely allied
to their chief will not be found altogether
in line with the actions and the beliefs,
and especially with the present action, of
their chief. T maintain that on an
oceasion like this, more elearly than on any
olher occasion, the curse of party politics
will be clearly seen in this House; and
added to it will be the still greater curse
of every member of Parhament being
more or less pledged and afraid to go
against the interests of his own little
constituency or locality, whatever it is.

MEz. IvningworTH: I hope not.

Mr. MORAN: I say it will be seen
plainly.

Tur PrEmrer: I do net think that is
a fair remark.

Mr. MORAN: T wish to say nothing
unfair. I say we shall see that on occa-
sions like this, parties in this House are
scarcely solid; and that will be seen
clearly. 1t must be borne in mind that
my 1.11egm.uce to the Premier for the past
five or six yeurs cannot be doubted, and
probably it is still undoubted. But, does
not the Premier know I am absolutely
and actually convinced that on this ocea-
gion we are on the wrong track? Does
he not know that us a goldﬁelds member
-—almost, s be termed me, the aposile of
spending money on the goldfields

Tue Presrer: How can you get the
improvements you wa.nt at Kalgoorlie
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without money ? You talk about the
railways being Dblocked, and you will not
give the money to improve them !

Mr. MORAN: I wmust be allowed to
work out my own redemption. In voting
against this Loan Bill, be it clearly
understood that 1 recognise to-duy that
if the last Bill had been brought down
before this House for £750,000, the
absolute necessity of getting more volling-
stock for this colony would have induced
me to vote for it. for improvements to
opened lines and for rolling-stock.

Tre Premier: Why not improve this
Bill in Committee ?

Mgr. MORAN: But I am making a
protest against the construction of new
railways, and I propose to do so on two
grounds; and let me at once admit that
my principal ground—although one grave
reagson for objecting to the Bill is that
we are going too deeply into debt—my
principal ground is that we are going to
borrow money to-day to do work which
we cannot start for two years, In this
matter I am absolutely and entirely dis-
interested. I am giving my opinions
honestly and sincerely, and with the
added displeasure of having to go agninst
the Premier for the first time on a loan
policy. First of all, my objection is that
the Bill commits this country to a lean
policy of £1,600,000 odd, say a million
and a-half.

TuE PrEMIER : No, no.

Mr. MORAN: I will give every figure.
The Premier knows I have no desire to
make figures look bad, but merely to
arrive at the fruth as nearly as possible.
‘Weare inevitably committing this country
to a loan of one-und-a-half millions at
least ; and further than that, we are com-
mitting the country to a loan of one-and-
a-halt millions at & time when the credit
of the country is not good, when the
credit of no part of the world is good:
the market is not favourable; it is less
favourable than it ever was, almost, for
usg ; and besides that, what is the use of
borrowing to build ruilways we cannot
start until we first spend half a million in
rolling stock ¥ In all that I say to-night
I bear in mind that the Commissioner of
Railways knows the condition of his own
departinent, aud knows I am felling the
truth. [Twe CommissioNER OF Rarr-
ways: No, no!] He knows that I am
hitting the nail pretty nearly on th head
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when I say that he has first to make
straightthe wayslhehasalready Luilt before
he can undertake the gigantie task of con-
structing four or five other rilway lines,
I was about to conclude this Lranch of
my subject by saying that the House will
meet again this time twelve months, or say
next June: we meet again in six months.

Mz. ‘IrnrivewortH : Then the war will
be over.

M=. MORAN: The war will be over
for one thing; we hope the wmarket will
be better; but more important still than
that, the present outery of the public for
more accommodation and better manayge-
went of the railway lines- ~I am not going
to say who is to blame or whether I blume
anybody - but it will be seen then how
we are going to get on with the Coolgardie
water scheme; it will be seen what
position we are in. Surely a delay of six
months is not vital to Leonora: I believe
in Leonora just as much as anybody in
this House. Swrely a delay of six
months is not vital te Goomalling, that
rich agricultural district which deserves
a railway when we can afford to build it.
Burely such a delay is not vital to the
Coolgardie-Bounie Vale line; Dbecause,
after all, the life of Bounie Vule does not
depend on being connected by railway
with Coolgardie, only six milesaway ? And
next year shall we not be in a better
position to say how we are? Will not
the Commissioner have had six monthsin
which to finish the Herculean work he is
now doing in getting his department in
good order? Should not good common
sense and prudence in the present position
of affairs have indicated to the Premier
that the fag end of the session is not the
time to Lring in a new railway policy to
this House, but that he ought rather to
confire himself to what is absolutely
necessary, namely the supplying money
for making perfect the lines already
thrown open.

TeE PreEMIER: You want Lo throw vut
the whole schedule?

Mg. MORAN : Tam necessituted to do
that; though I know that the whole lot
will not be thrown out, simply because it
will e found that the political principles
of this House are fairly elastic, and that
there will not be that solidity on the
pronounced policies of either side which
one ought to expect on a great mational
cccaston like this.
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Tree PrEMIER: I do not think you are
justified in saying that, you know.

Me. MORAN : I am not saying any-
thing unfair. Far be it from me to single
out anybody in this House and to say
that be is less “ game,” less inderendent
in gouing against the interests of his own
constituency, than anybody else. I say
that every member of Parliament is sub-
ject to & certuin amount of craven fear of
his own electors, and that is one of the
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reasons why I am going to ask the kind |

permission of the House to allow me to
add a clause at the end of this Bill, if the
Bill goes through its second reading, to
institute a new principle in this colony in
which I believe and for which T will
fight, that not one penny of loan money
shall ever be spent on any new public
work in Western Australia until a stand-
ing Public Works Committee inthis House
ghall have reported on that work. I do
not know whether this Billis a fit and
proper place to put such a clause, but it
may be an expression of opinion which
will relieve hon. members from a difficulty.
The difficulty is there. Their own electors
are crying out for public works, like
the electors of the member for North
Coolgardie (Mr. Gregory). How can he
vote against this Loan Bill? How can
the member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly)
vote against the Loan Bill? He knows
he cannot vote against it. Those two
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out the construction of the Leonora rail-
way line, cannot do the cutting, cannot
run the railway along an open cutting
without rails, and cannot leave it in the
middle of the bush, or build one side of
the line and leave the other unlaid. If
hon. members will kindly look at the
item, “Boulder railway extension and
duplication,” they will find that £20,000
i down for that. I know I am under-
stating the figures, when I consider
all the interlocking and making the
cuttings, because it is rugged country. I

. am putting down an extra £10,000 for

' that.

members know that they will have to !

desert their party on this oceasion, and
go back to the party they haveleft before.
‘They will have to go back und take
shelter under the wing of the nld hen
they left a little while ago. Yés, sir, the
chickens will have to go back again. I
maintain that we are, in this second Loan
Bill, committing the country to a new
expenditure of £1,500,000.

Tae PreEwmrer: I do not think so:
not by this Bill.

Mer. MORAN: I am about to give
you now, with your kind permission, the
exact figures. 1 do not care whether
they are right or wrong: I am saying
what I consider to Le true; and I shall
be pleased if the figures are over the
mark. If hon. members will turn to
that Loan Schedule and hear with me a
little while, T will take paragraph num-
ber 2—railwuys. We are committed by
this Bill ostensibly to an expenditore of
£750,000; but we positively cannot carry

These are the first instalments of
what must be done.

THE PrEMIER : The schedule does not
SRy S0.

Mr. MORAN: That is not a fair
argument.

Tae PreMier: But it does not say
that is the first instalment.

Mgr. MORAN: I say it does. The
report of the Premier’s own department
tells me that that work bas been estimated
at £30,000. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways will tell this House that he cannot
do 1t for £50,000; but I am ounly taking
an extra £10,000. .

TuE PreEmIER: But the rails for that
work are in the next item.

Mr. MORAN : There is £10,000 extra
for that item. In the Coolgardie to
Bonnie Vale line £20,000 is the esti-
mated cost of construction, and there is

i there an extra £10,000.

Tue PreMier: No; the other £10,000
is for the rails and fastenings and rolling-
stock.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The amonnt for the Bonnie Vale line is
£20,000. :

Tee Premier: Including the rails and

fastenings.
Mr. MORAN: Twenty thousand
ounds. I will go ahead again. Thereis

£10,000 extra in all for that railway line.

Tue Peemier: We give you nothing
extra.

Mr. MORAN : But I have not given
the ruils and fastenings yet. The total
amount of rails and fastenings for these
railway lines is £172,000, Then the
rolling-gtock—I will tuke off nothing.

Tue Premier: That is not necessi-
tated by this work.

Me. MORAN : [ am talking about the
Loan Bill.
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Mz. Leare : Hear, hear.

Mr. MORAN : The Commissioner of
Railways said: * I shall require half-a-
million for rolling-stock to equip my
railway lines.” The Premier said: «I
am not sure that we shall not have to
increase that very considerably ™ ; and it
would not be overstepping the mark, look-
ing two years ahead, if 1 said £750,000
for rolling-stock and improvements to
opened railways.

* Tre PreEmier: That shows we ure :

doing well.

Mr. MORAN : Of course it does: it
shows we will be doing well when we get
the rolling-stock, but not before.

TuE Premier: It shows our progress
necessitates new stock.

Mr. MORAN: The Coolgardie to
Norseman railway I put down at £300,000.

Tae Premier: I do not think vou
ought to do that.

_ Mg. MORAN: I think I would be safe
in saying

Tae Premier: You have no data for
that.

Mz. MORAN : T have the very best of

data.

There is an item of £50,000 for water
supply, which expenditure T do not think
will be required.

Mr. MORAN: Is there a single drop
of water on the line ?

Tee CoMMIsSIONER OF RarLways:
Yes; there are three 3,000,000 gallon
tanks full of water.

Me. MORAN: They are full now;
but surely the Minister knows that inside
of 12 months he cannot reach the first
tank with the construction work.

Mr. Mogaeans: There will be some
rains in the meantime.

Mr. MORAN : There you are! Trust-
ing in Providence again ! There is
nothing certain.

Me. Morcans: We are now splitting
hairs,

Mr. MORAN: I heard of a split
rabbit being found on the road to Norse-
man. I think it will be a long time
before the train to that place splits bairs
or anything else.

THE Premier: We are not dealing
with these details now.

Me. MORAN : I really must reinform
the Premier——
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TrE CoMMISSIONER 0F RaILWwAYs:
It will run into about £906,000 without
the rolling-stock. The rolling-stock has

* nothing to de with this Bill.

Mr. MORAN: That is exactly what
my figures show. If weadd to £906,000,
half a million pounds, that is very nearly
a million and a half. Therefore, are we
not commitéing this country to a new
Loan Bill of one and » half millions ?

M=. Moreans: No.

Tee Premier: But these items tell
you we will not want the half-mi)lion.

Mz. MORAN: I have asked the Com-
missioner of Railways, and he says the
cost will be £306,000 without rolling-
stock: half a million extra for rolling-
stock is roughly one and a half millions.
The member for Coolgurdie (Mr. Morguns)
says “No.” Who is the better anthority —
the Minister or the hon. member ¥ Surely
we are committing the country to a new

. loan venture of one and a half millions ?

Me. Vosper: One million four hundred
and six thousand pounds.

Mgr.MORAN : One-and-a-half millions,
in round figures. I wish to devote a few
minutes to my second proposition, that

) ~ we are rununing this country into u debt
“lue CommissioNER OF RarLwavs: !

that it is not fair to ask the people to
bear at the present time. 'We are getting
beyond the limits of safety; and bear
this in mind: it is not fair for the
Premier to pledge the population of this
colony two years ahead on the basis that
it is going to inerease. That is the point.
Why? I have seen the population of
this colony go down 6,000 and 7,000 in a
rear.  We remember the time when we
ad 170,000 people before, and we went
down to 164,000: may not that occur
again?  Who says that we are going to
have 175,000 or 180,000 people in another
two years ¥ I am justified m saying that
perhaps the numbers will come down to
165,000. The probabilities are that they
will not; but we have no right to pledge
the present population to an indebtedness
of £80 a head—I am taking it at less
than the member for Albany (Mr. Leake).
Tue PremieR: You know perfectly
well that a great portion of the loan
works is self-supporting, and is no tax
at all.
Me. MORAN: I know that.
Tue PreEmier: Then why not say so?
Me. MORAN : Heaven und eurth!
If T had seventeen mouths and as many
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tongues, 1 could not state all these things 1 another £100 000

at once.

Ter Premier: You say “£80 in-
debtedness per head.”

Me. MORAN: And T am going to
prove that from your figures. We have
the Auditor General’s report here. It is
headed,
the public debt of Western Australia.”
The amount of loan authorisation up to
date —

Tue Premier: We want to know how
much is the indebtedness.

Mr. MORAN: Oh, well! I waited

“ Statement of particulars of |
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I understand that
advance is secured on lands; but still it
is a debt, Besides that, we have an
agricultural lands purchase authorisation

© of £200,000: that is an authorisation of
. £400,000; and most of it is spent.

for that question, because when this -

House——
Tre PrEMIER:
_ authorisation.

Mr. MORAN : Let me give it to vou.
When this House authorises any Ministry
to borrow a certain amount of moner,
the country is indebted for the money as

Let us have the

far as this House is concerned: this
House holds the purse-strings: if we
give the authorisation, have we then

power to stop the Government from
borrowing woney ¥

Tur PrEMIER:
figures.

Mr. MORAN: No; I will clear the
gronnd as I go. 1t is fair for me to
say that the loan wuthorisution las to
be considered.

TrE PrEMIER: I agree with that.

Mg, MORAN: The total loan author-
sation is £11,870,000. Will hon. wem-
bers kindly add to that the new authorisa-
tion proposed of one-and-a-half millions?
I am not taking any of the figures that
the leader of the Opposition (Mer.
Leake) took, namely the debts the Gov-
ernment have got into, and have got to
find from somewhere the money to pay,
by reappropriation: I am taking the
loan authorisation. Add to the existing
anthorisation one-and-a-half millions: 1
muke it £1,584,000.

Me. Morcans:
you anticipating ¥

Mr. MORAN: T am taking it as it is
here to-night. If this Bill goes through,
then the country is practically committed,
as far as this Parliament s concerned, to
Lorrowing this sumn of money. Added
together, these sums come to £13,450,000,
say 184 millions.  Besides t.lm.t this
couutry also owes £100,000 to the
Agricultural Bank: we have uuthorised

et us  have 1he

How many years are

Tre PerEMIER: No, no:
pardon.
like that.

Mr. MORAN: Let me correct myself.
I will not say ““most of it is spent.” I
will say none of it is spent.,

Tae PrEmier: Very little of it.

Me. MORAN : This House has author-
ised the present Administration to go
into debt to the extent of £400,000, but
we have to put o sum against that of
£310,000 for sinking fund, so let us
say these iwo amounts balance each
other.

Tue PrEmier: There is the security
of the lands; is that nothing ?

Mr. MORAN: I say that we owe the
debt. Tf I am asked what I owe I give
the amount, T Jdo not give the security
which [ hold against it.  Our loans ave
fuirlv well secured if we put aygainst
them the Colony of Western Australia.
I work it out tlut if this Loan Bill passes
the House to-night, then Parhament will
have commibted Western Australia and
every person in it to the extent of £80;
perhaps £79 would be nearer the mark;
sowe say 16 will be £81.

Tee Premier: Do vou think it fair
to count money before it is spent ?

Mr. MORAN : T ask the Premier this:
to what has Parliament committed the
country ¥ And I say that if this Loan
Bill passes there will be an indebtedness
of £80 per head of the population. Of
course the population' may go on increas-
ing, and in two years we may have more
people heve.

Tue PRENIER : What abort the seven
or elght million pounds spem, on rail-
ways P

Mr. MORAN: I am coming to that.
‘Who ever heard of the indebtedness of
any Australian colony being divided into
reproductive and non-reproductive works?

Tue PrEy1ER: Do you not think it is
fair to do 1t ?

Mg. MORAN: The bald figures are
stated in our own returns. We say South
Australiz owes £70,000,000 ; Queensland
£68,000,000 ; New South Wales, so much;
and Western Australia’s present autheri-

I beg your
The amount spent is nothing
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sations amount to £30 per head of the
present population.

(ASSEMBLY.)

Tae PreMIer: You cannot count pro-

spective debts; T have never heard it
done before.

M=e. Leage: Then why bring m a
Loan Bill if you do not want the
money ?

Me. MORAN: If the monev is
borrowed, will the railway lines bestarted ?

THE PrEMIER : The lines at Kalgoorlie
will, I expect.

Mr. MORAN; You had bLetter take a
month's takings of the railway lines; I
fancy you can spend current revenue.

Tae Premier: Only when appro.
priated. I do not think it good for the
member for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)
to ask us to spend money without it being
authorised.

Me. MORAN: Have I not said before
that in a younyg country like this we must
have unauthorised expenditure. 'We must
have it in sudden crises. Was not a sum
of money spent in keeping the rvad open
for water ?

Tee Premier: Why not give us a
chance of doing something for the gold-
fields ?

Mr. MORAN: I have given the actuali-
ties, and against them have to be stated the
probabilities. By the time the money has
been spent the population niay have in-
creased ; but do not forget this, that our
population is like a thermometer on a sum-
mer day, it goes up and down just like the
share market. Because there are many
thousands of men on the fields now, it does
not, follow there will be the same number
to-morrow. There was a time when
Kanowna had its 20,000 people; Kanowna
now has 3,000 people. There are thou-
sands of men in Western Australia to-
day who are not absolutely Lkeeping body
and soul together with what they are
earning. There are thousands of men on
the Eastern Goldfields ——

Tue PrEMIER : You would make thewn
worse by vour policy. Destroy this Bill
and they will get less.

Mz. MORAN : It is just ag well that ]
should state it, that I shall never consent

to be a member of a party, or to tote for .

the labour vote hy stating that I will
agree to loan works beiny started to keep
poverty away from the colony.

The PrEmier: We do nol suggest
that.

Second reading.

Mr. MORAN: We have a migratory
population, largely composed of alluvial
diggers and prospectors. They are not
permanent settlers, The alluvial digger
is not a permanent settler; he is the
vanguard for the opening up of gold
mines, and if the allavial digger cannot
find gold here to-day he will go to some
other country in search of alluvial gold.
The Premier said, the other night, that
when the Government had plenty of
money to spend populativn came here to
get their share of it. Where the carcase
ig, there do the crows and the harpies
gather around it. "When the loan money
is spent these people will go away again.

Tre Premier: If we do noi do any
work we will get no more population to .
come here.

M. MORAN: To come back to my
point : the loan authorisations mean
an indebtedness of £80 per head of
the population if it does not increase
in two years, and if the money is speot
within that time. It is not a certainty
that we are going to have an increased
population, and Jet this be said, if it must
be said, that if you take the Kalgoorlie
goldfields out of Western Australia you
have nothing phenomenal in the way of
goldfields in this country. You take the
one centre away and you have as many
failures on the goldfields of Western
Australia as there have been in any
colony of Australia, and a few more.

Tae PremIER: How are you going fo
take them away ?

Mr. MORAN: The development at
Kalgoorlie to-day was not going very
much along the hne of reef. The paying
portion of the mines in the Kalgoorlie
centre was fairly well circumseribed.

Tue PrEmMier : The gold will give out,
you think.

Mr. MORAN: I do not say that; it
will probably give in. The point is this:
there are nearly as maoy men employed
in mines to-day as can get in there; I
speak of the small mines. Whal is the
use of my constantly blowing about the
claims of Western Australia if T do not
believe what T am saying myself. Taking
the ordinary life of goldfields in any part
of the world, it is not wise to rush into
too heavy an expenditure, becuuse the
gold industry is an evanescent one; every
ounce that you take out of the ground

. cannot be taken out again.
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Tue Premier: You are a croaker; I
had better go home; I cannot stand you
much longer.

Mr. MORAN : These are wholesome -
truths, and I must be truthful and frue -

to the colony of Western Australia as a
whole and not look at the goldfields only.
I say while we are pledging the country
to this great amount of debt, we are
absolutely unable, if we had the money,
to start building the railway lines with-
out paralysing the trade of the people on
the goldfields already. Does the Comnis-
sioner of Railways not think he is going
to have serious trouble in carrying those
90,000 tons of Coolgardie water-pipes
and the fittings, and the increased traffic
which be sees coming; on the top of that
he cannot have his rolling-stock here
under 18 months ¥

Tae Commissioner oF Rarnways: T
said I should have some rolling.stock
here in February next.

Me. MORAN: How wmuch of it?

Tue CommrssioNEr oOF Rainways:
three hundred wagous.

Mxr. MORAN: The rails for the
Leonora milway cannot be landed bere
under another 12 wmonths—I say 18
months—and we shall have sat in Par.
liament and completed our last session of
this Parliament before the rails for that
line are Janded in this country.

Mw. Moroans: Supposing they have
been landed in this country a,lred,ds

Mr. MORAN: They have not. This
will be a serious bandicap 1o the traffic,
because the officers in the Railway

. Department. have not that which they
ought to have: the proper accommodation
to handle the traffic of the country. Every
day the Commissioner of Railways must
be taking up the 451b. rails and substi-
tuting heavier rails for them. Every day
200 wiles of lines will have te be relaid
with heavy rails before the Commissioner
can undertake to carry the heavy traflic
over the lines. There will be the Cool.
gardie water-pipes and the fastemings to
be canried; on the top of that there are
rails for the Norseman railway, the rails
for the Goomalling line, and the rails
for the Leonora line. I say that I am a
faithful follower of the Forrest Govern-
ment. The Premier knows that I am still
w believer in him, but I think he is abso-
lutely misguided to-day. The star of his
pa.st prosperity cannol go on shining
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always, as it has done. It cannot be
denied that the Premier has been a good
man to this country ; he has given a great
deal to this country in the time of its
necessities, He had o big heart and
faith in the country, and le led the
country into works which have done good
for this country. But there never wus a
career which could always go ou in the
same course of success; checks must
come. The most. successiul statesman
must do wrong sometimes, and the fol-
Yowers of that statesman ocught to tell
hin s0. I have often said before that
the Premier ig on the wrong track, and T
say now that the Premier is on the
wrong track, and I say so as a faithful
follower. I do not want to see the Pre-
mier crush himself out before the great
Coolgardie water scheme is completed.
Are we forgetting that the Govermment
are undertaking the most awe-inspiring

work, in the Coolgardie Water Scheme,

that any country ever undertook? Are
we forgetting that this work is in its
initintory stage? It iz a huge experi-
ment, and God only lkmows whether it
will be a success when completed. We
are undertaking in the Coolgardie water
schemie & work such as has never heen
undertaken in any part of the world, in
ancient or modern history. Never has
any country attempted to run water 400
miles up-hill.

Mr. Moragans:
though.

Me. MORAN: It will run down iu its
ordinary course, but man has to force it
up-hill, and never before has a scheme of
this magnitude been attempted ; and we
are not true to our position in the House
if we forget that this gigantic work is
still hanging in the balance.

Tee PrEMIER: It ig not.

M=. MORAN: How much have we
spent on that work at the present time ?

THE CoMMISSIONER OF RAILwaAys:
About £180,000 in addition to the plates
coming to hand.

Mr. MORAN: T wunt to know what
our liahility is to date,

Tre CoMMISSIONER OF

It will run down,

Rarnways :

© About £400,000.

Me. MORAN : T will give the Minister
another £100,000 and say £500,000.
We are liable for £500,000 on the Cool-
gardie water scheme which at the lowest
cost will amount to.£2,500,000, although
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I think it will cost more by the time the
pipes reach Bulla Bulling, 40 miles from
the seat of consumption. When the pipes
get to Coolgardie, if the people have not
gone, the pipes will go to Kalgoorlie, and
when the pipes have reached Kalgoorlie
there will have to be the reticulation
works and certain dams constructed.
Had the pipes been there two years ago,
Kanowna would have taken a 2-inch
pipe to supply 20,000 people with water,
and those pipes to-day would have been
lying in the ground as old iron. I know
the condition of the goldfields. The
centre will alinost take the whole of the
water; but we must not forget the possi-
bilities. 'We have spent £500,000 already
on the Coolgardie water scheme; how
much wore have we got to spend at the
lowest estimate? Two nillions. I am
speaking fairly when I take the loan
anthorisations as the debt of the country;

£2,000,000 have vet to be spent on the-

Coolgardie water scheme, and inside
what time? By next September 12
months the Commissioner of Public
Works of this colony will have sigued his
name o the expenditure of two millions
of money. TLet us lake one vear, and we
will give the Commissioner £1,000,000 to

[ASSEMBLY.]
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spend next venr ; let us see how much more

money the Governinent will have to spend’

that year. According to the Premier's
Budget Speech we spent in this country
last year, out of Loan Funds, £1,023,000
and we spent out of current account
£2,500,000 ; therefore, we spent in Wes-
tern Australia last vear £3,563,000. Now
we come to what we propose to spend this
year. Suppose we say that £1,000,000
18 spent on the Coolgardie water scheme,
and that amount must be spent, or the
Engineer-in-Chief is handling the possi-
bilities of the future in a reckless manner.

Tree PrEMIER : T do not think we shall
spend any more this year, and I think I
know more about it than you do.

M=z. MORAN: I adwit that. I know
that T get the truth from the Premier.
We are going to spend out of revenue
£2,155,000; that is £600,000 less than
what the revenue will be. Where is the
rest going to? To pay off the deficit
and other things T hope. Suppose we say
£2,500,000 will be spent out of revenue,
and suppose another million is spent on
the Coolgardie water scheme, that comes
to £3,250,000. If we spend no more, is

Second reading.

that not enough for the country to spend
next vear? Is it not a good thing for
the: country to spend £3,250,000 next
year ?

TeE PrEMIER: What do vou include
for rolling-stock ?

Mz. MORAN: I have not included
that at all.

TrHE CommisstoNER oF Rarnwavs: If
we spent £250,000 next vear it is as
much as we shall.

Me. MORAN : That brings my figures
up to £2,000,000. If the Commissioner
spends £500,000 in rolling-stock, then
we shall be deing nobly. '

THg ComMrssioNgER oF Ralnways: I
said all along that it would take two and
a half years to get all the rolling-stock it
was intended to get.

Mr. MORAN: I thank the Com-
migsioner because he always gives us the
correct figures in connection with his
department, ‘and the Commissioner of
Railways bas my deepest gratitude because
lLie never hides anything. I say that also
of the Premier, becausc he is frankness
itself ; otherwise I and the leader of the
Opposition could not get up and make a
case out of the Premier's own mouth;
therefore, I have no fault to find with himn
whutever. What is the position? We
hive to relay our Eastern railway line at
once, and we should undertake that urgent
work before anything else.

TrEe ConmisstonER oF RaiLways: As
I pointed out, we are relaying a portion
of the line with heavier rails, and we can
go on for some time carrying our goods
on the present rails, and relay the remain-
der when the country is in a position to
undertake the work.

Mr, MORAN: Yes; and what does
that mean? Assoon as they get absolute
breathing time for relaying the remainder
with heavier rails, and getting the addi-
tional new traffic over that line, they will
doit. It will take them all their time to
carry the goods over that line, and relay
it as well—absolutely with all the attention
and devotion which the Commissioner
gives to his department. Set aside your
new railway policy, and you have a great
work ahead of you in putting that line
into proper condition for carrying the
traffic, and to bring it up to a sound com-
mercial basis, so that the owner of a
lot of spuds, when he gets them to a siding,
can depend on their being taken away
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promptly, and the receiver of rhose spuds
can rely on getting them next day. The
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great work you have before you is to put

your railway in such a condition that yon
can bring the producer into quicker touch
with the consumer on the goldfields, and
when you have done that you will have
done a great work for this country;
whereas at present you are running your
traffic over a line that is too weak for the
traffic, and at a speed which makes it
unsafe for travelling. The great work
stands before us of binding together the
threads of our pelicy. This country has
done what no other colony has done in
its palmiest days, and we owe the Premier
of this country the greatest thanks, and
I am particularly thankful to him, for
what he has done; but at the same time
I am not going to see him go wrong,
while yet owing him allegience, and
remain silent. I believe it is my duty to
oppose this reckless expenditure, and that
is what I am doing at the present time.
I want to ask the Premier, will he agree
to retire his raatway policy for the present?
Will be agree to listen to the noises all
round, to listen to the dissatisfaction in
regard to the railway traffic, listen to the
fact that the money market is calling out
that we are borrowing too much money,
ligten to the fact that the world is crying
out and watching for the completion of
the great goldfields water scheme, and is
watching every movement of this colony ¥
Will he retire hiz railway policy for one
twelvemonth ?  What can it matter?
Surely it will be a wise course to retire that
policy for the next two sessions, and go to
the country after next session and ask the
people : are they content with the progress
we have made, and are they satisfied with
the great work he has done? He can
also tell them that his nostrils are stiil
breathing with a desire to go on with
the great work of promoting the pros-
perity and development of this country,
and that he is willing to go in for more
expenditure. He has spent the money
well in the past, and I do not see that we
have made any failures in this country in
our public works, as we know has been
the case elsewhere. Our railways have
been nearly all great successes, nearly all.
Let him ask the people: shall we take a
breathing space ? Shall we wait till those
people in the country are living har-
moniously together, the one-half pro-
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ducing, and the other half consuming ?
Shall we pnuse and say there is ouly one
great work we can take in hand next
year, and that is the ruilway to Leonora ?
Railways are not absolutely necessary to
a goldfield. There are mining centres in
this colony which are making great
strides, and have progressed and got
equipped with machinery without the aid
of railway communication. The railways
did not make those goldfields, and the
fields will not perish for the want of a
railway. The place is dotted with mines,
and buildings,and wachinery, aid cyanide
plants, and how were all these things got
there ? The ratlway did not take them.
It 1s the same with your public batteries,
for I say, put a battery on a site where it
can be uvseful, and the railway after all
is a very secondary consideration. Look
at the mining fields all over Queensland
and all over Victoria: they have lived
and flourished, they have blazed forth in
all their glory and have died away, and
all this withont railway communication.
A nilway will not put gold into the
stone.

Tus PreMier: Would youn stop the
Fremantle harbour works ?

Mgr. MORAN: No; I am not going to
stop that, unless it is necessary in the
interests of the country. T must accept
some blame as to the action I am taking,
and if I wn to have any credit for
opposing this Loan Bill, I must put up
ulgo with the little disabilities attaching
to my action. Let the Premier retire his
railway policy for the present.

Tae Premier: Aod let the public
batteries go too? :

Mr. MORAN: Why should we rush
ahead with public batteries? Why
should we rush uhead with an expen-
ment ? 'We have done well with public
batteries up to the present, and nobody
has praised the department more than I
have for this policy of public batteries;
while some of the batteries are now
standing idle, and there is not an ounce
of gold inside them. The depariment
are not to blame for that. Australia is
full of places which have promised to be
good centres of mining activity, and now
many of them are deserted.

Tee Prewter: Where are public
batteries lying idle, as you say ?

Mr. MORAN: In more than one
place. The member for North Cool-
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gardie (Mr. Gregory) can tell vou of one
place at least, and perhaps of another.
Public batteries are a great and good
work ; but let us go steadily in extending
that principle, and 1ot rush in and build
a lot more public batteries. Those which
have been put up have done their work
in proving the districts where they are
placed. Let your £30,000 for public
batteries be expended first and prove its
usefulness, and if you can afford to build
moxe, then build then,

. Tue PreMiER: We have some money

in hand for that.

Mr. MORAN: Well, do it steadily and
surely and slowly. I am not in favour
of building public batteries merely because
people are asking for them. We know
you will have to shift some of them which
were started even under favourable cr-
cumstances. There are some works on
this Loan Bill that must be done, but
emongst them T do not think there is
urgent necessity for many of those coustal
works that are put down: they certainly
can stand over for one year at least.

Tue Premier : What about the rail-
way sheds at Fremantle ?

Mze. MORAN: If you bind sheds at
Fremantle on to railways that are not to
be built, then you can sink them at the
same time that you stop yonr railway
building. We must have half 2 million
pounds’ worth of rolling-stock, and half
a million of money to bring up the rail-
way traflic to a satisfactory basis, without
any extension of the existing system. I
know T am deliberately throwing out
this Loan Bill, and I am making a
protest against the bad poliey of com-
mitting the country to any further loan
At present, and against promising railways
in districts which can well wait till a
later period ; for when vou once promise
to construct a railway, people will say the
railway is passed, that it is all right
and they ought to have it at omece. I
will vote for the rolling-stock, for con-
tinnance of the Fremantle harbour works,
and for every item on the Bill, knowing
that we cannot do these things at present,
and I will withdraw my opposition to the
Bill, if the Premier will retire his railway
policy for 12 months. In asking for
this promise from the Premier and
making & promise on my own behalf, T
say on whom does the onus lie? Give
me your promise, and I will give you
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mine. T will be honest and straight-
forward, and I will ceriainly stand to it.
I will withdraw my opposition to this
Loan Bill, and will he —

Tre Premier: The usunal way is to
deal with that in Committee.

Mr. MORAN : If the Premier will say
he will retive his railway policy, he will
be hurting nobody, because none of these
railways are really urgent, and the only
work that is urgent is the Coolgardie
water scheme and the putting of the
railway traffic into good order. The

~ Fremantle harbour works are not urgent,

in a sense, and they can wait. 1 do not
want any unduve odium in regard to the
Fremantle harbour works, and T will not
I am sorry that the Government
party, we who have pulled together so
well in the past, did not see fit to come
together and consider this policy before
the Bill came into the House. That is
advocating caucuses, which may be good
things sometimes. A good leader should
not nde a willing horse toa fall. Tt would
not have hurt the Premier to have known
the opinions of his supporters before
bringing in this Bill. Now I ask him
(pointing to Ministerial benches), where
are the faithful followers of the Govern-
ment, ?

Tur PreMies : You have driven them
all away.

Mr. MORAN: If 1 have, I have done
a good work. I ask the Director of
Public Works, does he believe it is a
wise thing in the interests of Western
Australia to go on with the new railways
now? Cast aside party alleglance on this
question, for this is not going to be a
party vote. The leader of the team is
going to pull one way, and the off-side
bullock puncher is going to pull another
way. * Perish everything, and let us have
no 1nore indebtedness " says the leader of
the Opposition. That is his policy. His
party have never had occasion to raise
their voice in this House before.

Tex ComMMISSIONER OF RAILwWAYS:
They have raised it on every oceasion.

Mr. MORAN : That is what I say.
Their policy is that of borrowing for no
more loan works than those we have in
hand, and that is the policy they have, if
they havea policy at all, and it is not a
barren policy,after all. The public works
policy of the Government, which is a
good one, has turned out trumps in every
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case. So far as the policy of the Opposi-
tion is concerned, the leader cannot say
they have always had a united policy on
their side of the House; but to-day thev
are supposed to be a united party, and
their policy is said to Le one of social
legislation, also building up the traffic
of the railways, and above all they
say, no more loan money until we have
finished the works we have in hand.
If that be so, who ought to vote for it
more than the whip of the Opposition;
who more than the man who left the very
seat I occupy, for what I considered at
the time a fanciful grievance? If he
studies the interests of his constituents,
he will come back to those who have
given him all he has bad in the past; but
if he prefers the Opposition and its policy
which be has the duty of keeping together,
and the whip of which he swishes so
successfully, then there is no doubt he
will remain where he is. I have given
an honest and fearless expression of my
belief in the financial position, after con-
sidering it carefully and well, and know-
ing also that some of my constituents
are always singing out, I may say
howling, about “injustice to the gold-
fields " because not enough public money
has been spent there, and who want more
spent there in spite of the great cost of
the Coolgardie water scheme, and are
howling. for still more expenditure of
public money

Mr. MoorugaD : I think you are not
going back to that constituency.

Mr. MORAN: I am responsible for
my own actions, and I hope everybody
elee is responsible for his. T am going
back there, and will say there what I
have said here. It was only during
the last election that the goldfields
were clamouring for what they ecalled
a ‘““free breakfast table.” I did not
go in for that policy. I stood there
and heat down opposition in a fair
and honest way. I said, “I de not
believe in depleting the Treasury, because
vou rob the Treasury of the money
it- requires by demnanding public works.”
I was returned in spite of that; and
there is no man in Western Australia
who has been nore unpopular in his own
electorate than I have been, and the hon.
member can take that statement if it
.gives him any pleasure; and further,
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nnpopularity, and nobody who, at the
present moment, does not feel just us
independent in this House, and who
would speak with just as much sense of
responsibility if there were not one of his
constituents behind him. I have West-
ern Australia to legislate for as well as
my own constituents. I do not care
what my constituents think, and I have
never crawled to them. I shall never
sign any document pledging myself to
my electorate, and shall never sign any
document against the interests of West-
ern Australia. T aspire to be looked
upon as a Western Australian, and I
hope I shall be broad enough in the back,
and thick enough in the skin, to be able
to withstand all the opprobrium that
may be heaped upon me by my own con-
stituents, if they choose to doso. I am
here for 12 months, at any rate, and
it is rather too soon to say what I am
going to do in 12 months’ time: that
must be left to the future. T thank
the House for having listened to me
so patiently, and T do hope and trust
finally that the Premier will see that in
this matler I am in deadly earnest, and
that he will withdraw his railway policy,
and will give his faithful Commissioner
of Railways a chance to put the railways
of this colony in a satisfactory position;
and then let us gather up the reins and
go ahead once more with a policy of pro-
gress, which progress, after all, T admit
the Premier has been responsible for in
the past: but he may be a little intoxi-
cated with past success; he may see that
the political atmosphere is a little foul,
and that it is necessary to throw a public
works policy before the electors again.
Do not throw the bait oo soon. Grati.
tude is the anticipation of favours to
come: and as the election is not over yet,
I say even in a political sense, it is better
to get the opinion of the country and
then see what follows. At all events, the
Government will not be in disfavour with
those parts of the colony to which they
propose to give new railways.

Me. MORGANS (Coolgardie): I am
bound to say I have been rather struck
with the dismal speech of the member
for East Coalgardie.

Me. Moran : I hope it has not hit you
in a vital place.

Mr. MORGANS: After listening to

there is nobody who cares less for that | the hon. member when speaking on pub.
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lic works in years gone by, and especially | question of carrving out that work—

with regard to the comstruction of rail-
ways aud the development of facilities on
the goldfields for working our mines, I
am bound to say the hon. member’s tone
huas completely changed.

Me. Moran: I have never supported
a certain railway that is in this schedule.
* You know that well.

Tae PreEmiEr: You have supported
the goldfields railways generally.

Me. Mowran: Ouly my railway line is
paying : the rest are not. I donot require
to tell you that: you have learned that.

Mzr. MORGANS: At all events, the
tone of the hon. member is not what it
was in reference to the policy of the
Government; and although I should be
the last in this House to attempt to
quarrel with him for having changed his
opinions and his views in regard to the
policy of the Government, T am hound to
say that his speech fo-night has not
brought conviction to my mind that the
position he has taken up is the correct
one. 1f there was anybody in this Houge
who strongly supported the Coolgardie
water scheme, it was the member for
East Coolgardie.

Me. Moran: And I am still supporting
it.

Mr. MORGANS: I do not for a
moment say the hon. member does not
still give his support to the water scheme.

Mr. Moraw: You heard me, did yvou
not ?

Mr. MORGANS: But he certainly
drew a very dismal picture of what was
likely to happen to that water scheme.
He described it as one of the most gigantic
undertakings that had ever been com-
menced in any part of the world.

Mgr. Mowan: I say so still.

Mr. MORGANS : With regard to that
statement I join issue. I say it is an
important undertaking; but as to its
being one of the biggest and most
important undertakings ever initiated in
any part of the world, why, the hon.
member is entirely mistaken.

Mr. Moran : I say, for the population
it is the greatest by far.

Mr. MORGANS: That was not stated
at the time.

Mg. Moran: I was talking to sensible
men.

Mr. MORGANS: But the question of
population has nothing to do with the

absolutely nothing. The hon. member
pointed out that there were certain diffi-
culties which might arise with regard to
the safe conduct of this matter, and its
successful issue. Well, I suppose this
must have been present to the mind of
the hon. member at the time the scheme
was discussed in the House, and when he
gave it his support.

Mr. Moran: You will find every vne
of the difficulties mentioned in the reporis
of my speeches.

Mr. MORGANS: And if the hon.
member then looked upon the scheme in
the same light as he looks upon it now—
that is to say, having regard to the
difficulties he supposes will result in
earrying ont the work—TI wonder why he
gave it his support so cheerfully.

Mr. Moraw: I was not so cheerful
about it all the time.

Mgr. MORGANS: The hon. member,
at any rate, admits that he saw difficulties
in the way; and notwithstanding that
fact, he gave his support to the scheme.

Mr. Moraw: My statements will be
found in Hansard, in language just as
plain as I used to-night, and more

80.

Mz, MORGANS: At any rate, with
regard to this water scheme so much has
been said in this House that T do not think
it worth while bringing up the yuestion
again, But I will say that, as regards
the carrying out of this scheme, it s the
opmion of all practical men who have
gone into the question that the scheme is
not surrounded by any serious diffienlties
at all. It was said at one time that there
would be a difficulty in constructing the
pipes: now we see that there is no such
difficulty,. We see that the construction
of the pipes has been carried out most
successfully at Falkirk and at Midland
Junetion Ly the two contractors.

Me. Morax: You are altogether off
the track. There is no guestion of the
pipes, or anything of that sort.

M. MORGANS: T say the possi-
bility of their construction has been
questioned.

MEe. Moran: By whom?

Mz, MORGANS: By various mem-
bers of this House. Then questions have
arisen about the joints, and the carrying
of the plant by rail. All kinds of objee--
tions have been raised.
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Me. VospER: This is all “small beer,” !
and very flat at that. The objections of
the hon. member {My. Moran) were all
tinancial and not technical.

Mr. MORGANS: That is quite true;
but the hon. member referred to the diffi-
culty of carrying out this work; and 1
am endeavouring to point out that such
difficulty does not exist. With regard to
the difficulties to which the hon. member
called attention, I say these difficulties do
not exist; and the arguments he used to-
night with regard to this water scheme
must tend to throw doubt and discredit
upon that scheme.

Mr. Morar : Let them, if they do.

M=z. MORGANS: Very well; they
certainly do. Now with regard to the
construction of the new railways: ap-
parently the hon. mewmber's principal
reason for objecting to the construction
of these lines is that there is already too
much traffic on the existing railways;
and that if the new lines be constructed,
it. will be practically impossible to do the
extra work which will be thrown on the
existing lines.

Mge. Moran: I never mentioned that
once,

Tre PreMIER : T think vou did.

Mg. Mozan: I said it was impossible
to congtruct them. I said not a syllable
about any lines that were constructed : I
say you cannot construct new lines ; that
is all. Do not mistake the yuestion: you
cannot carry the material to construct
them with.

Me. MORGANS: My point is that
they can be constructed. I say that the
existing railways, notwithstanding the
fact that there is a large amount of fraffic
upon themn at the present time—that the
existing railway line to the goldfields is
quite good enough and is quite capable of
carrying any amount of material necessary
for the construction of these new lines.

Me. Moran: The Commissioner of
Railways said it was not.

Tae CommissioNEr oF RalLways: T
did not say that.

Me. MORGANS: T did not hear the
{‘ommissioner say anything of the kind.
I think in sta.tmg that, the hon. member
is misrepresenting the Commissioner.

Mr. Moran : Read his officers’ reports.

Mr. MO..GANS: I have done sv. As
far as I remember, the Commissioner said

nothing of the kind. Does any one im |

[22 NoveMBER, 1899.]

Necond veading. 2473
this House doubt for a moment that the
goldfields railway system, if it have suffi-
cient rolling.stock, is quite capable of

. carrving donble the amount of traffic it

carriesatthe present time? Itisreally more
a question of rolling stock than of anything
else ; and if the Government carry out the
preposal to inerease therolling-stock, there
is no doubt these railways will be able o
cope with all the traffic that exists, and
al:o with the problem of delivering 70,000
tons of pipes along that railway; and
they will also be able easily to cope with
the despatch of the construction material
necessary for the new railways which it
is p1 oposed to build. T am making these
remarks in the presence of the Commis-
sioner of Railways, and if they are not
true, or if I am mstaken, the Commis-
sioner will tell me so.

Tue CommissionEr OF Ratnwaxs: To
carry those pipes only means hauling 800
tons per week,

Mr. MORGANS: Quite so.
that is really a very small amount.

Me. Moran: You do not say how far
you can carry them per week. They must
be carried 300 miles altogether.

Mz MORGANS: The point I desire
to make is that it is a nistake to suppose
these railways are hot capable of carrying
this supposed increase of traffic of which
the hon. member (Mr. Moran) spoke;
and I think, in laying the case before us
as he has done, there is a tendency to
mislead not ouly this House Lut the
public as to the true pesition of the rail-
why with regard to traffic at the present
time. If I uopderstand the position
rightly, the preatest diffieulty with which
the department is at present confronted
18 the shortness of rolling.stock, and that
difficulty the department is taking steps
to remedy.

Mr. Vogper: How?

Mz, MORGANS: By getting more
rolling-stock.

M=. Vosper: With borrowed money.

Me. MORGANS: Tt does not maibter
how they get the money. T say that these
railways, and especially the Eastern rail-
way, are profitable undertakings to the
Government, and it will pay the Govern-
ment to increase their rolling-stock, and
they mnst increase it in order to cope
with the traffic running over the lines,
With regard to the pomt made by the
hon. member (Mr. Moran) concerning the

Well,
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financial position, is it not clear to every-
one that the investment in the Eastern
railway is a good one for this country?

Mg. Moraw: I think so.

Mr. MORGANS: Very well. T say
the goldfields railway is no burden to the
colony; and as we have seen from the
published accounts of the Railway Depart-
ment, it is a very profitable undertaking.
The capital invested in our railways has
been well invested, for the reason that it
is not only retnrning interest on the out-
lay, but it is alse providing for the sink-
ing fund to repay the capital; and it is
earning a protit besides that.

Tre Premier: Hear, hear; but the
hon. member (Mr. Moran) will not listen
to that.

Me. MORGANS: If this is the case,
how can any hon. member raise an
objection to the Government constructing
new railways if they can show this
House and the country that such lines
will pay ?

Mgr. Moraw : They are in debt half »
million for rolling-stock already.

Mg MORGANS: At the present time
I am taking my stand upon the published
figures of the railway department with
regard to the working of the railways ;
and T repeat the statement that those
accounts as presented to the House show
that the railways are paying a very hand-
some profit upon the ocutlay. If that be
80, I say there is no reason for any hon.
member raising any doubt as to the
policy of the Governmentin regard to
forther borrowings for developing the
railways on the goldfields.

Me. ILLinawoRrTH : Is there no limit ?

Mr. MORGANS: No; there is mno
limit as long as we are building railways
which are certain to yield a good return
upon the outlay. There is no necessity
for any limit at all. The danger in any
Government expending money is when
that money is invested in unproductive
worke : there is a danger in that kind of
expenditure; but when the Government
ask this House for mouney to be spent
on the construction of railways which
aid in the development of the goldfields,
and if at the same time it be shown that
these railways will pay a good return
upon the outlay, that they will not
only pay interest but will pay a sinking
fund and will leave a good profit, then I
say the Governmentare justified in asking
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this House to pass this Toan Bill which
they have now brought down.

Mgr. InvixeworTH: Go and buy all
the Great Boulder shares to-morrow
morning, it they will pay.

Mr. MORGANS: Oh, no. We are
speaking sbout the construction of Gov-
ermient railwavs on the goldfields; we
are not talking about the Gireat Boulder
shares at all.

MRr. ILnINGWORTH:
about finding the money.

Mr. MORGANS: What we are now
talking about is whether it is safe or
otherwise for the Government to invest
this money,

Mz. InLiveworTH: Not at all: the
question is whether it is wise to borrow
this money. '

Mg. MORGANS: Yes; for the pur-
pose we now bave under discussion.

Mz. Leage: Do you justify the Bonnie
Vale railway ¥

Me. MORGANS: I do not think it
would be at all a bad investment. ~

M=r. LEaRE: No?

Mr. MORGANS: I do not think so.
However, I am not now speaking of the
Bonnie Valeline : Tam speaking generally
of the principle. Something has heen
said with regard to the cost. We have
heard these estimates; und we are told it
is proposed with regard to the vailways to
spend at the present time upon the
Boulder railway extension and duplica-
tion, £20,000. The member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) criticises this
statement; but I think the explanation of
the Commissioner of Railways cleared up
the difficulty raised. Then this Cool-
gardie to Bonnie Vale line, about which
go much has been said, is put down at
£10,000 for construction. We are told
that it will cost £20,000; Lbut the neces- .
sary additions to make up £20,000 are
included in the other items wentioned
below in the Bill; and, therefore, I take
it: that the estimate we have here is
corvect. Now with regard to the justifi-
cation of this railway, I may say it isa
work which is desired by the people of
Coolgardie and of the surraundiug mines,
The other night an hon. member opposite,
hy inuendo, stated something about
some personal interest of my own in
Bonnie Vale, and it was said that was
my reason for supporting the construc-
tion of the Bonmie Vale railwav. The

We are talking
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construction of the Bounie Vale railway
will not make a difference of 6d. a year
to me so far as my interest is concerned.
Jt has been shown to the Government
that the construction of this short line
will go into an important mining dis-
trict.

Mr. Lrage: A deserted wmining dis-
trict, did you say ¥

Mzr. MORGANS: Iitis not deserted:
mining is going on there; the district is
developing slowly but surely ; at the same
time the Government have satisfied them-
selves, from information, that this short
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the construction of this railway at one
time,

Mz. Vosrer: 1 was a strong advocute
for the construction of the HEsperance-
Coolgardie railway, and T am so still.

Mr. MORGANS: That is part of this
line. At any rate I will leave it to the
mwember for Dundas to support the con-
struction of the Norseman railway. [
only say that as far as I am concerned I
shall give this proposal all my support
and assist the Grovernment in every way

. possible to get the lime constructed.

line of railway will pay, if constructed.
However, I am not going to labour the |

question of the construction of the rail-
way : as far as I am concerned personally
it will be of no benefit to me, but the

inhabitants of Coolgardie think that the .

Govermment axe justified in carrying out
this line. 1 come now to the Coolgardie-
Norseman railway, which is a larger
matter, involving a larger expenditure.
Is there any hon. gentleman in the House
who doubts that the Government are
justified in making this railway ? Look
at the importance of the Norseman gold-
field. I dv not think anyone who has
studied the position of the Norseman
goldfield at the present time would doubt
that the Govermment are justified, and it
is their duty to make every possible effort
to connect that important goldfield with
the railway system of the colonv. The
development of the mines at Norseman is
going on in a satisfactory manner, but if
i3 not necessary for me to advocate the

coustruction of a railway to the Norseman |
goldfield, because the member for Dundas

(Mr. Conelly) is no doubt prepared to do
that; but I know enough to be able to

say that this line is likely to increase the °

output of gold on that goldfield.

M=r. Morax: What is the output?

Mr. MORGANS: Ahout 4,0000z. a
month.

Mr. Rossoy: What will the member
for Esperance say 7

Mr. MORGANS: I do not know the
exact figures at the present time, hutin
any case it is not entirely o question of
the gold to be found at Norseman and
Dundas, but the opening of the very
important mineral district between Cool-
gardie and Norseman. I know very well
the member for North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper) was a strong advocate for

With regard to the DMenzies-Malcolm
railway, that will go into one of the great
mininy districts of the country. At the
present tune Mount Margaret district is
paying more revenue to the Govern-
ment than any other goldfield in the
colony.

Mr. Morax: That is not so by a long
chalk, What kind of revenue?

Mr. MORGANS: Mining revenue.

Mr. Morar : That may be so.

Mxz. MORGANS : That is a very good
test for a district. I say you can have no
better index of the material development
of the mining resources of any particular
part of the colony than by the revenue
obtained from it. I consider it is the
crucial test of the development of mines
in a district, and at the present time the
Mount Margaret goldfield is producing
more revenue than any other goldfield in
the colony. In addition to that I suppose
at the present time outside Kalgoorlie
there is three times as much wnachinery,
in quantity and value, being erected on
the Mount Margaret goldfield as on any
other goldfield in the colony.

Mz, VospeEr : What are the returns ?

Mer. MORGANS: About 13,0000z o
a month,

Mw. Moraw: We all know that.

Mr. MORGANS: The hou. member
for East Coolgardie has given a wholesale
denunciation of the construction of these
proposed railways.

Mr. Moran: No; I only mentioned
one, and T said it was a most desirable
line to construct.

Mzr. MORGANS: I know the hon.
member spoke more favourably of this
line than of other lines, which he
denounced absolutely.

Mg. Morav: I beg your pardon.

Mz. MORGANS: Asfar as I under-
stand, the hon. member absolutely refuses
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to support the Government. in these rail-
way proposals at the present time.

Mz. Moran: Yes; T am opposing any
at the present time.

Mr. MORGANS: I am giving reasons
to show that the position the hon.
member took up was not the correct one,
and T am attempting to show that the
railways should be constructed at once,
as they will be a great improvement. As
far as the Leonora railway is concerned I

do not think the hon. member can doubt |
that the line would not be a vast '

advantage to the country, after having

heard the remarks which have been .

made.

Mr. Moxax: If you sh0w me how it
is to be done 1 am with you.

Mr. MORGANS: This Loan Bill
shows how it is to be done, and ne doubt
the result will be that the Bill will be
carried. This old bogey has been trotted
out in the House so many times, probably
by the member for Cevntral Murchison
(Mr. Illingworth) more than anyone else:
I refer to the old bogey of the population.

Me. Moran: It 158 a bit of a bogey
just now.

Ma. MORGANS: There is no bogey.
There is no colony in Australia to-day
that is producing the amount of wealth
which Western Australia is producing.
If we come to the question of the popu-
lation basis to show the position of the
colony, it would be only fair at the same
time to point out that the population of
Western Australia is produeing to-day
twice as much wealth asany other colony
in Australia, and that shounld have some
weight. in congidering the question of the
financial position. It is ull very fine for
the hon. member to say, ‘‘ Here, you have
a debt of 13} millions” ; he does not say
in what time. I know the hon. member
was anticipating the position of the
country any time between now and the
next 10 years.

Tue PrEMIER:
anyhow.

Mr. MORGANS: Taking the hon.
member's figures, he says that 13% mil-
lions work out. about £80 per head of the
population.

Mer. Moraw: Is it going to take 10
years to carry out these works?

Mr. MORGANS: No; as far as I
can understand the hon. member antici-
pated the position of the country for 10

A long way ahead,
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years, and that is not a fair way of
putting the matter before the House. It
1s not guite a fair way to put before the
House and the country the financial posi-
tion of the colony, by suying that vou
have 170,000 inhabitants and a debt of
' 131 millions, which shows a debt of £80
per head of the population, T put itin
this way, that this population of 170,000
persons produces twice as much wealth
as any other colony of Australa,

Mr. Moraw: Where is it going to ¥

Mr. MORGANS: It does not matter
where it is going. Where does the wool
which is grown in New South Wales go

to? Does it not go to some other
country ?

Mr. Vosper: It goes to pav the
debts.

Mr. MORGANS: So does the pold
produced here go to pay our debts. Itis
unfair to take as the basis of comparison
the debt per head of a country like this.

Tre PrREMIER: There are six or seven
millions which are paying for themselves.

Mg. MORGANS: It is simply the old
stvle of bringing the financial condition
of the country before the publie. As far
ws Western Australia is concerned it looks
like presenting a bogey to the public to
talk about. £80 per head of the popula-
tion. The prosperity of the country de-
pends at present to a large extent on the
production of gold.

Mg. Morawn: I do not think so.

Mr. MORGANS: Yes.

Me. Moran: We differ
then.

Mr. MORGANS: Ttisthe duty of the
Government to do all they can to facili-
tate the production of guld, and omne of
the best ways to facilitate the production
i is to extend the system of milways into
! the goldfields, und no one has helieved in
that theory more than the member for
East Coolgardie hiwself.* T would like to
know what the goldfield of Kalgooriie
would be to-day but for the railway to
that field.

Mr. Morarn: The gold-mines would
be there.

Mgp. MORGANS: But the mibes
would not be producing oue-third of
what they are producing to-dav.

Mg. Moran : Mount Morgan went on
producing.

Ma. MORGANS : Mount Morgan was
i a very rich mine. The railways have

materially
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been the means of rapidly developing the
gold-mining industry, and without the
railways the industry would not have
been developed to the extent it has been.
If that is so, the Government are justified
in continuing the policy of extending the
railway gystem into the gpoldfields. What
will be the effect of this loan supposing
it is earried out? It will simply be this,
that it will involve the country in an
expenditure of £30,000 per year for
redemption and interest charges.

Mr. Moraxn : That is the old style.

Mr. MORGANS: I do not care how
old the style is; it is o fact, aud T say
it is absurd to try to block the extension
of these important railways to the gold-
fields because the hon. member wants to

avoid the expenditure of £30,000 a year. |

The question before the House is the
discussion of the Loan Bill for £750,0600.

Mz. Morax: It is not. Does the hon.
member think it only means £750,000 ?

Me. MORGANS: I am confining mny
attention o the question before the
House, and that is the Toan Bill for
£750,000, and I say that so far as
the Bill affects the immediate finan-

cial position of the Government. it

will juvolve this colony in un expen-
diture of about £30,000 per annum
to pay mterest and sinking fund upon the
amount which is now asked for. T am
stating to the House these fucts with
regard to the financial position. What
will result if this Loan Bill is passed and
accepted by the country? The member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) spolke
about Kalgoorlie being practically the
only gold producer in the conntry. T am
sure he would not wish to wmislead the
House by that statement.

Me. Morar : I hope you will not mis-
lead them either. T never said any such
thing.

Mr. MORGANS: He said that if
Kalgoorlie were cut out there would be
very little left in Western Australia.

Mg. Morax : I said, if you take Kal- .

goorlie away, where will there be any
extraordinary production of gold ¥

Me. MORGANS: I will take the hon.
member's own word for it, and it is this:
the hon. member wishes to convey to the
House that if Kalgoorlie were removed
from this colony as a gold producer there
would not be much left.
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Mz. Morax: Not at all; but there
would be a terrible lot gone.

Mr. MORGANS : The position is this,
that Kalgoorlie undoubtedly is producing
to-day about half the total of the gold
produced in the colony.

ME. Moraxn : A bit more.

. MORGANS: Last month there
were 205,0000z., of which, T suppose, Kal-
goorlie produced 102,000 or 103,0000z.,
so that my figures are very uearly
correct. What is the position of the
colony as a gold producer, if you take
away all that Kalgoorlie is producing
' to-day ? The colony is still producing
more than any other coleny in Aus-
tralasia.

Me. Moran: So it should.

Mr. MORGANS: Leaving out that
produced at Kalgoorlie, it is producing
100,0000z. per month.

Mr. Moraw: Is it producing as much
as Victoria in its best days ?

Mr. MORGANS: That was alluvial.

Me. Moraw: It was gold, all right.

M=r. MORGANS: The position is that
even taking out this great yield at Kal-

goorlie, of which we are all proud,
+ Western Australia is still the greatest
gold producer of the Australagian colonies.
| Taking away the vield at Kalgoorlie, this
colony is producing at the present time
50 per cent. more gold than any other
colony in Australasia, so that the inference
the hon. member wished to draw with
regard to the position of the colony as a
gold producer is not quite correct. I am
surprised at the lhon. member speaking
in these terms of the production of gold
in this colony. He appeared to me to
desire to instil into the minds of hon.
members, and, through the Press, of the
country, that there was grave doubt as to
the permanency of these mines in Western
Australia.
Mr. Moraw:
| very permanent.
Mr. MORGANS : Seeing that the hon.
member is a goldfields member, I do not
think it is a very desirable position to
take wup, because all goldfields men
» believe that these mines are in their
. infancy. All practical men believe that
this goldfield has only entered upon its
period of prosperity. That is the view
of practical mining men, and I do mnot
' think it is necessary for any member of
« this House to throw eny doubt upon

Some of them are not
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the probable future of the gold-mining
industry in this colony. When I arrived
here about four years ago, the production
of gold was about 30,000vz. a month.
In these four years— less than four vears
—the production of gold bas increased to
200,0000z%. per month.

Me. Mowraw: Hear, hear:
much the less left.

there is not very much reason for the
dismal croaking of the hon. member with
regard to the probable future of the
goldfields of Western Australia. I repeat
that I do not think it is necessarv for
him to throw any doubt upon what the
chances will be with regard to their
further development. I am prepaved to
admit that he knows u great deal about
the goldfields, for he has travelled through
them, and has been allied with their
development froin the beginning; but at
the same time the opipton of practical
men who have visited those fields, practi-
ea! men who are now living there and
who have been interested in the develop-
nent of the mines for the last five or six
years, is that the gold-mining industry in
Western Australia has only just begun.
That, T assert, is the opinien of men who
understand the position.

[Me. InLizoworTa called attention to
the state of the House. Bells rung,
quorum formed, and the debate pro-
ceeded. ]

Mr. MORGANS: It is the wusual
tactics of the Opposition in this House,
when under criticism with regard to their
position, to fall back wupon that very
undignified plan of counting out the
House. It would be very refreshing if the
hon. gentleman who is such a strict parlia-
mentarian would take a little interest in
keeping the members on his side of the
House in their places.

Mr. TrLivaworTH : I am nut lender.

Mr. MORGANS: But at any rate
he oceupies a very inportant position on
that side of the House, and T take it he
might get members on that side to be
present in order to avoid these scenes,
which, to say the least, are not dignified.
I was remarking (a.n& I was about to
finish under that heading) that there is
no doubt as to the future prospervity of
the gold-mining industry in this colony,
and T am sure my friend, the member for

East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) is the Jast | man  railway.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Second reading.

man who really beheves or could be made
to believe tlmt there is any doubt. No
one believes in the gold-mining industry

. more than he does himself; and knowing

there is s0
" wining industry in this eolony.

Me. MORGANS: If this be so, surely |

what I do of him, I cannot under-
stand the attitude he has taken up
to-night with regard to the doubts he
bas cast upon the future of the yold-
It is so
unlike bim, so unlike what he has done
in the past, and T am perfectly certain it
is vot in accordance with the opinions
which he generally holds on this matter.
I say, iu opposition to what the hon.
member has said, that there is no finan-
cial veason existing in the colony at the
present time why this Loan Bill should
not pass, nor is there now any financial
reason in the colony why these railways
should not be built. I do not agree with
the statements made by the hon. membenr,
and I do not think the House or ihe
comntry will agree with them. With
regard to the difficulty of getting material
up for the construction of the railways,
that is not worth a moment’s considera-
tien. As to the financial difficulty as he
would have us believe, so far as I can see,
there is no reason for anv deubt at all.
Even if borrowed money cost 4 per cent.,
if the Government are m a position to
invest that money, and get a return of 5 or
6 per cent. for it, as they can and willdo in
the case of the construction of these rail-
ways, or at any rate most of them, there
can be uno reason given by any sensible
man why the Government should not
incur that outlay.

A Mewser: What about Leonora?

Mz MORGANS: The construction of
the Leonvra railway and the railway to
Norseman- -

Mr. Mowkan: Do you put the two
together on the same basis ?

Mgr. MORGANS: No; I do not. I
consider the Leonora will pay far better
than the Norseman ; but 1 :an prepured
to say, from myv knowledge of the gold-
fields and the country, that the construe-
tion of the Norseman ratlway will result
in a profit to the Govemment and the
country.

M=r. Mogax: Tmpossible.

Mr. MORGANS: I say it will pay
interest on the outlay, and pay the sink-
ing fund, and hesides that leave a profit
to the Govermment. That is the Norse-
As far as the Leonora
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railway is concerned, not only will it pay
interest and sinking fund, but T will stake
my reputation upon the assertion that it
will, if constructed, pay this couniry a
return of 10 per eent. upon the outlay.
Y am stating these facts from a know-
ledye of the traffic now going on from
Menzies to the north-east goldfields ; and
not only will there be the present traffic,
but as soon as the Leonora railway is
constructed there will be an enormous
outlay and expenditwre on the part of
mine owners in bringing timber up from
the coast for timbering their mines. In
that district alone there are at least 20
mines at the present time unable to carry
out their operations in a proper manner
on account of the scarcity of mining tim-
ber. As a matter of fact, if you take the
district of Leonora and the eastern part
of the Mount Margaret goldfield, it is
perfectly safe to say there is no mining
timber within a distance of 15 or 20
miles of any of the mines there. Took
at the importance of these goldfields, and
at the large vield of gold there at the
present time; look at the future. and
the enormous amount of machinery that
has been erected. On one mine alone,
the Sons of Gwalia, at the present time
a 50-stamp battery has been erected.
Looking at the enormous amount of pro-
duction of gold which will take place on
that goldfield, looking at the hportance
of the industry of thut goldfield, at the
miners emploved, and the jmpossibility of
working that mine properly on acconnt of
the scarcity of timber, 1 say that with all
these facts lLefore us, and seeing ut the
same time that this rnilway will be an
investment that will vield a bandsome
return to the Government, it is the duty
of this House und the country not to
hesitate to incur -this expenditure upon
the construction of that railway, Iam
not prepared to say with regard Lo the
Bonnie Vale railway that it will vield
2 bandsome veturn to the Government.
T am not prepared to force my views on
the House in regard to this purticulur
short bit of railway, but I do assert, with
regard to the other railways, that it is the
duty of the Government, and the duty of
this House, to authorise their construc-
tion at the earliest possible moment; and
in view of the fact that these ruilways
can be constructed without any loss to
the colony, and will return sufficient
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revenue to pay for the outlay, and provide
a sinking fund, there is no reason why
hon. members should raise any objection.
It is not for me to discuss the items
relating to the expenditure on harbour
works, jetties, and approaches, but I have
no doubt these works are necessary. I
have not gone into details of these items
so much as 1 have into those connected
with the construction of the railways;
but there is an expenditure proposed of
£154,000, of which £70,000, or nearly
half, is for the harbour at Fremantle.
Will any hon. member question the
desirability or the good pohey of con-
tinuing that work ¢

Taz PrREMIER: Hear, hear.

Mg. MORGANS: Tet hon. members
throw this item out if they like, but I am
very doubtful if any on the Opposition
side, or at least any of the Fremantle
members, will have the courage to ques-
tion the advisability of this expenditure.
At any rate, we will see what these 1mem-
bers do in Committee,

Mr. ILnivewortH: Log-rolling.

Mr. MORGANS: Whether it be log-
rolling or not, we shall see whether the
Fremantle wwembers will have the courage
to request the Govermnent to throw out
this item of £70,000; and it will be very
interesting to observe the attitude of these
members.

Mg. Vosrer: Drag the trawl, us usual,
and cateh them all.

Mr. MORGANS: Not at all ; becanse
it will be interesting to observe the atti-
tude of the Fremnantle members, and
what their opposition amounts to, when
this item is in Committee. With regard
to public batteries, it is the conseusus of
opinion on the goldfields that the policy
of the Government is & good one. I do
not. know what the result of the estublish-
ment of these batteries has been finan-
cially, but probably, np to the present,
the Grovernment have not received a very
good return on the outlay, At any rate,
the batteries have had one good effect,
which is sufficient, to justify any loss that
may have arisen in consequence of their
erection, inasmuch as they have enabled
working men and prospectors on the fields
to continue working their claims.

Mgz. Moran: In some cases the batteries
have enabled men to *“chuck” up their
claims. ‘



2480 Land Bill :

Mg. MORGANS: No doubt the bat-
teries have in some cases assisted in
proving to miners that their claims were
no good. '

Mze. Morax: That is what I mean,

Me. MORGANS: But in any case, the
general result of the establishment of
these public batteries has been satisfac-
tory; and, looking ut the class of people
who have been assisted, and to the
fact that employment has been given to
a large number of men on small claims,
we may very well be prepured to face a
small annnal loss.
more, except that so far aas the financial
aspect is concerned, T have heard no argu-
ment which earries conviction to my mind
that it is a bad policy to go on developing
the great resources of the colony. 1 have
heard no argument which carries convic-
tion to my mind that the Government are
doing wrong in going on with this forward
policy. A rest-a-while policy is not suit-
able to a young country like this; and I
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I do not desire to say

sincerely hope that, as a result of this -

debate, the Government will receive the

support of a large majority, in carrying

out the great work of developing the
colony, whieh is one of the greatest ob-
jects any Government can have in view.
On motion by Me. QuiNLAN, debate
adjourned until the next Monday.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (MiniNg}).
IN COMMITTEE.
Consideration in Committee resumed
from 20th Novembenr.
New Clause:
Tre PREMIER moved that the follow-
ing new clause be added to the Bill:

Leases and other holdings granted within
timber loases to be subject fo rights of Eimber

Timber and Mining.

license shall not confer mpon the lessee or
holder thereof the right of cutting or removing
timber on land comprised in a timber lease,
except on paywment to the lessee of the value
thereof, nor the right of stripping bark on such
land.”

That clanse went as far as it was pos.
sible to go, because there could not he
two titles. The timber lessee must be
protected as far as possible, but while
the gold-mining lessec could not be given
the timber, he ought to have what timber
he required on pavment to the timber
lossee, and though the price was not pro-
vided for, it would be impossible for the
timber lessee to charge more than a fair
value. The mining lessee had the right
to take timber, and the clause would
probably lead to a good understunding
between the two. No doubt the timber
lessee would cut the timber and sell it to
the mining lessee, and there ought not tv
be any difficulty, because both had their
rights, and were protected as far it was
possible to protect them by luw.

Hon. H. W. Vexrx: Their interests
were antagonistic.

Tue PREMIER: No doubt, and
therefore it was desirable to make an
arrangement fuir to both parties. The
proposed new clause might be put into
priut, and looked more closely into, and
could be altered if it did not meet the
views of bhimself or the member for the
Cunning (Mr. Wilson).

Me. WILSON : The only objection to
the Premier's amendment was that it
provided that the approval of the Minis-
ter of Mines must be obtained by the

- timber lessee. Why was that necessary,

lessees, Amendment of Sec. 124 of the principul |

Act.—Section one hundred and twenty-four of
the prineipal Act is mmmended hy inscrting at
the commencement thereof the following
words :—* Every timber lease shall be sulyject
to the provisions of any Acts relating to mining

for gold or other winerals so fur as those Acts .

create vights which 1any be exercised over
Crown Lunds: Provided that every lease
granted under any of the said Acts of lands
comprised within a timber lease, shall be
granted, sabject to the right of the proprietor
of the timber lease to cut and camy away
timber, and, with the approval of the Minister
for Mines, to construct and maintain roads.
railways, and tramways thereon: Provided
ulso that, notwithstanding anything contained
in any of the said Acts, a gold-mining or
wining lease, a winer’s right or a wining

seeing that such lessee had an undoubted
right to cross the land for which he was
paying rent?

Tae PrEmIER : But the line across the
mining ground might intertere with rais-
ing the ove.

Me WILSON said that by his amend-
ment it was provided that the timber
lessee should not interfere with the miner's
workings.

Tue PrEemize: The miner had a tenure,
too.

Mr. WILSON: Why not let the appeal
be to the Minister of Lands ¥

The Premier said he did not care
which Minister it wus.

Mr. WILSON: It should not be
necessary to apply to any Minister.
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Tee PrEmier: But the miner wounld
hold his tenure under the Minister of
Mines.

Mr. WILSON : The timber lessee had
an undoubted right te cross the land.

Tue Premier: But the miner had also
a right.

Mr. WILSON: Then there must be
compensation if the timber lessee were
prevented from carrying his railways
throvgh the miner’s lease.

Tve MINISTER OF MINES: By
this Bill o large concession was granted
to the timber lessee. Under the present
Goldfields Act any miner could go on a
timber lease, take what timber he liked,
and do as he liked within the four corners
of his lease.

Omr motion by the Premier, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

At 8 minutes to 11 o'clock, the House
adjourned until the next day.

Fegislutibe Gouncil,
Phursduy, 24rd November, 1899.

Payper presented—Land Act Amendment Bill (private),
third reading Cemeterigs Bill, third rendiog--
Patition of Federnl League; DMotion to Affirm,
Amendment {moved), Division, adjourunel -Bank
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LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (erivaTe).

Read a third time, on motion by How.
F. M. Stong, and passed.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Read a third time, and passed.

PETITION OF FEDERAL LEAGUE,
MOTION TO APPROVE—AMENDMENT.

Debate resumed from 15th November,
on motion by Hon. A. P. Matheson to

i approve of petition of Federal League

thut the Draft Commonwealth Bill be
referred to the people without further
amendment. in time to allow Western
Australia to join the nnien as an original
Stute.

Howr. F. T. CROWDER (Souih-East) :
I have no desire tu say anything in regard
to the matter.

Hoxn. ¥, WHITCOMBE (Central): I
beg to move the following amendment :

That all the words after * that” in firsi lie
be struck out, with a view of ingerting, “ at the
present juncture it is not desirable to submit
the question of federation to the electors of this
colony.”
It appeatrs to me that if the motion were
curried, we should be lending onrselves
to a form of procedure which has hitherto
been unrecognised, and for which there
is no precedent in the political history
of this colony, at auny rate. It has
never been adopted here, and there
is no power in the colony to allow
a referendum. There is no machinery
provided for anything of the kind, and T
think that on a question of so great

- importance as that of federation it would
. not be satisfuctory to the colony as a

Holidayz Amendment 8ill, in Commiitee, reported- - '

Adjowrnment.

Tur PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 o’clock, p.m. )

Pravigs.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Corowiar Seceerarv: By-
laws, Municipality of Northam, under
Width of Tires Act.

Ordered to lie on the table.

whole, but would be a most dangerous
precedent to allow the principle of the
referendum to be adopted. With the
exception of colonies or countries where
special provision bas been made and
special nuchinery provided to enable the
referendum to be carried into effect, there
is no system of an occasional referendum
when a matter of considerable importance
erops up between one general election and
another. If there is a great desire on the
part of Parliament that this mafter shall
be referred to the people, the proper
course is—particularly in the case of a
question on which the electors of the
¢olony have not yet expressed an opinion
—ftor the Government to dissalve Parlia-



